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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
TOWN HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
Chair:   R TAPLIN (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; A HOOKER; P IRVING; Mrs D MICKELBURGH; P MORGAN; Mrs K 

PAULEY; Mrs M RADFORD; Miss E SAUNDERS; Mrs S SIMPSON; C VANE PERCY and J 
YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
 
There were four members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES Action 
  

23/18 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr M GRICE - Holiday 
Cllr J HLADKIWSKYJ – Work Commitment 
Cllr C HYAMS – Personal Reasons 
 

  
 
 

23/19 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr S CONBOY – Riparian Rights 
Cllr A HOOKER – Comrades Club 
Cllr D MICKELBURGH – Riparian Rights 
Cllr M RADFORD - Huntingdon and Godmanchester Twinning Association (HGTA) 
Cllr R TAPLIN – Huntingdon and Godmanchester Twinning Association (HGTA)  
 

 

23/20 MINUTES 
The MAYOR submitted as a correct record the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 19 January 2023.  Cllr MORGAN proposed approval and Cllr 
PAULEY seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 

 

23/21 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MAYOR advised he was awaiting an invitation from Gubbio, one of the towns 
that Godmanchester was twinned with, to mark their 10 year anniversary.  Trevor 
Dyer had been asked to make a decorative goblet to present to Gubbio.  The 
MAYOR invited all those in attendance to his End of Term Quiz Night on 28 April.  
All funds raised would be for the Mayor’s Charities. 
 

 
 
 

23/22 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
Mr Malcolm Cohen and Mrs Mary Stokes attended the meeting to represent 
Godmanchester in Bloom (GiB).  Mr Cohen wanted to bring new Councillors up to 
speed on what GiB had achieved in the Town over the last 15 years.  This included 
the addition of hanging baskets and 9 planters, involvement with the Town Show, 
a successful monthly club, planting trees, two orchards, involvement with 
Hinchingbrooke Hospital and the schools to name but a few.  Mr Cohen 
acknowledged the funding that the Council had provided. 
 
The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 
 
The MACE BEARER left the meeting 
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23/23 CASUAL VACANCY 
The MAYOR welcomed Mrs Mary Wakeman to the meeting.  Mrs Wakeman had 
previously provided the Councillors with an overview of her life and work 
experiences and why she would like to be considered for Councillor.  Mrs 
Wakeman was passionate about the town having lived locally for many years and 
felt part of the community.  She advised she was an excellent communicator, had 
particular interest in outdoor space, the Nursery and business.  Councillors took 
the opportunity to ask Mrs Wakeman some further questions. 
 
The MACE BEARER re-joined the meeting 

 

  
23/24 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR advised that most of the items would be covered in Portfolio reports. 
 

 
 

 
23/25 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR went through the correspondence that had been received including 
several civic invitations. 
 

 
 

 

23/26 COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 
County Councillor Graham Wilson had circulated a report to the Council prior to 
the meeting.  Cllr Wilson wished to highlight the following issues; 
 

• Potholes – Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) are repairing a lot of 
potholes.  Cllr Wilson advised to keep reporting the potholes on the CCC 
website.  

• CCC would be resurfacing London Road, London Street and Old Court Hall 
in the next few weeks, but there were insufficient funds to resurface the 
Causeway at present. 

• The 20mph limit signs will be installed in the Town by end of March 2023.  
Cllr Wilson suggested that when the signs change, that is when the new 
speed will be introduced, not before.  Cllr Wilson would clarify this. 

 
Cllr Wilson advised that the 40mph indications on the A1307 were no longer 
temporary but, in fact, permanent signs.  Cllr VANE PERCY advised that the slower 
speeds do protect the Town from the traffic noise.  When asked whether speed 
cameras would be installed on the new road, Cllr Wilson advised if this was in the 
Local Transport Plan, Council could apply for a MVAS.  CCC will adopt the road 
from Highways England. 
 
The ditch which runs along the allotments has been full of water since the end of 
last year.  Cllr Wilson had raised this with CCC and the Church Commissioners, as 
landowners, had been asked to clear it.  However, Cllr YOUNG advised that the 
road from Cambridge Road to the roundabout had been created in 1974 as part of 
the Huntingdon and Godmanchester bypass and the ditch was part of that work.  
Cllr Wilson will discuss the matter with Cllr YOUNG if further information was 
required. 
 

 
 

23/27 DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 
Huntingdonshire District (and Town) Councillor Mickelburgh provided Council with 
a verbal report and wished to highlight the following. 
 

• Local Plan – is being reviewed which will take a number of years and a 
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Statement of Public Involvement was available on Huntingdonshire 
District Council’s (HDC) website’s consultation page for the public to 
comment on.  Cllr Mickelburgh advised that the existing Local Plan would 
still be followed until the new plan was adopted. 

• HDC’s budget will be presented to Full Council on 22 February 2023.  HDC 
have published a balanced budget without drawing on savings, and with 
no cuts to services but there would be an increase on Council Tax by £5 
per year on band D properties. 

• Street Cleansing – Two weeks ago, the team commenced a 7-week litter 
clearing programme to clear litter and fly-tipping around the A1 and A14.  
Please report overflowing bins or fly-tipping via HDC’s website 

 

 
 

23/28 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
23/15.1 The list of payments were approved. The Payment Schedule should be 
changed to read ‘Business Rates’ instead of ‘Council Tax’.  Training for new bank 
signatories will take place on Friday 17 March. 
23/15.2 Receipt of salary information, petty cash reconciliation to 31 January 
2023, were noted. 
 

 
Cllrs 

CONBOY and 
RADFORD 

 

23/29 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr SIMPSON advised items to note 
 

• Newsletter - Iryna Stasiukova, a graphic designer, would be working on 
the Newsletter over the weekend and encouraged all Councillors to proof-
read the document once available. 

• A Service Level Agreement for HGTA was ongoing and will be brought back 
to Council. 

•  The Warm Space initiative at the Nursery will cease at end of February. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that Council refuse the grant application submitted by the 
Comrades Club last year for a contribution of £400 towards their pantomime 
production. It was felt that the Club were holding sufficient funds in their account. 
Cllr MORGAN seconded the proposal; the majority were in favour and it was so 
resolved. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that Council purchase 1,200 dual plated medals in a black 
presentation box to mark the King’s Coronation.  The medals would be given to 
the children at the three schools in Godmanchester.  Cllr CONBOY seconded the 
proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that some of the medals also be given to staff, Nursery 
volunteers and the Youth Council.  Any surplus could be sold at Gala Day.  Cllr 
RADFORD seconded the proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON recommended that Council agree to the Youth Council and other 
Community groups involved in the Town be given an opportunity to provide a 
short update at the Annual Town Meeting in May.  Also any groups who have 
been awarded grants would be invited to attend.  Cllr MICKELBURGH seconded 
the proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
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Cllr SIMPSON proposed that the HGTA be able to use the Nursery in September to 
allow the Art Festival’s closing event to be held in Godmanchester. Cllr RADFORD 
advised that this may prove not to be required due to the costly logistics of 
moving the visitors from Buckden Towers where they will be staying.  However, it 
was decided that the option could be agreed and cancelled at a later date if it was 
not required. Cllr CONBOY seconded the proposal; the majority in favour and it 
was so resolved. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that the 12 ‘free’ hours of hall hire for HGTA should run as 
a calendar year.  Cllr PAULEY seconded the proposal; all were in favour and it was 
so resolved. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON recommended that any Council staff costs for the HGTA events to be 
taken from the allotted budget line along with the allotted 12 hours.  For example, 
if HGTA wished to use the Nursery in the evening, they would require a paid 
member of staff on site.  This would not be relevant for just opening and closing 
the halls.  Cllr CONBOY seconded the proposal; the majority in favour and it was so 
resolved. 
 
Cllrs CONBOY and MICKELBURGH left the meeting 
 
The TOWN CLERK reported that HDC wished to know the Council’s position on the 
riparian rights.  The TOWN CLERK advised that although neither HDC or the Town 
Council legally owned the riverbanks or recreation ground, HDC were officially 
‘Lord of the Manor’ and therefore it would be easier for them to register the land.  
Council discussed various options as to ways forward.  Cllr SIMPSON proposed 
that the TOWN CLERK advise HDC that the Council would like the banks to be 
registered in both Councils’ names and the cost of any work required to maintain 
the banks be split 75% HDC and 25% Godmanchester.  This was based on the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) spilt between the two Councils.  Cllr YOUNG 
seconded the proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllrs CONBOY and MICKELBURGH re-joined the meeting 
 
23/30 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD advised Council there were only items to note: 
 

• Bookings@gmccouncil.com – this email address now live and on the 
Council’s website 

• Pump Track – A request had been made to the contractors for further 
remedial work.  The contractor’s retention and the surveyor’s final invoice 
had been held from payment until the matter was satisfactorily resolved. 

• Town Hall – Quotes are awaited regarding remedial work.  The MAYOR 
had updated the Architect.  

• Risk Assessments pertaining to the relevant group, were in hand. 
 

 
 

 

23/31 ENVIRONMENT REPORT  
Cllr HOOKER advised that planning permission had been received and approval of 
from the Diocese would be sought for the removal of tree T93 in St Mary’s 
Churchyard.  Three quotes had been received and the group had decided on a 
company.  However, Council needed clarity on how the tree would be removed 
and what consideration would be taken in protecting nearby headstones etc.  Cllr 

 

mailto:Bookings@gmccouncil.com
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HOOKER proposed Council agreed to spend up to a maximum of £1,000 plus VAT 
to complete the work subject to a method statement being provided to alleviate 
the concerns regarding the stump removal.  Cllr RADFORD seconded the proposal; 
all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
23/32 PLANNING REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD presented paper on behalf of Cllr PAULEY 
 
Cllr RADFORD proposed that Council approved the recommendations for the three 
planning applications as outlined in the Portfolio Planning Report.  The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr SIMPSON; the majority were in favour and it was so 
resolved. 
 
Cllr RADFORD advised that the group had not been able to propose a 
recommendation for the planning application relating to 7 Old Court Hall.  The 
application had been active since October 2018 and subsequent amendments had 
been made, all of which had been rejected by Godmanchester Town Council, but 
accepted by HDC Planners.  However, Cllr RADFORD explained that the latest 
amendment was for the property to be a residential dwelling.  Following a full 
discussion, Cllr RADFORD proposed that Council approve the planning application 
(18/01958/FUL) relating to 7 Old Court Hall, Godmanchester.  Cllr HOOKER 
seconded the proposal; the majority were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
The TOWN CLERK would circulate to all Councillors the briefing note for the St Ives 
Non-Motorised Routes Development (NMRD) Study which CCC have undertaken. 

 
 

 
 

Deputy Town 
Clerk 

 
 

  
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the 
business, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting. 

 

 

23/33 PERSONNEL 
Cllr CONBOY advised that the Personnel Committee had not met and therefore no 
update was available.  The TOWN CLERK advised that Kelly Bibby would be joining 
the Nursery Team on 24 February as a part-time Admin Assistant.  There was still 
one part-time vacancy available. 
 

 

23/24 CASUAL VACANCY 
The MAYOR invited any questions or thought from Council following Mrs 
Wakeman’s earlier presentation.  Council highlighted Mrs Wakeman’s passion for 
the Town and the community, her many qualities which would make her an 
excellent Councillor.  All were in favour of offer the position of Councillor to Mrs 
Wakeman.  It was noted that the Council had one further vacancy which was still 
being advertised, and an article would be included in the forthcoming Newsletter. 
 

 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the Press 
and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 

 

  
The MAYOR thanked all those in attendance.  The meeting ended at 20.30.  

 


