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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
TOWN HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 19 JANUARY 2023 

 
Chair:   R TAPLIN (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; M GRICE; A HOOKER; J HLADKIWSKYJ; P IRVING; Mrs D 

MICKELBURGH; P MORGAN; Mrs K PAULEY; Mrs M RADFORD; Miss E SAUNDERS; 
Mrs S SIMPSON; C VANE PERCY and J YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES Action 
  

23/1 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr C HYAMS – Family Commitment 

  
 
 

23/2 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr S CONBOY – Riparian Rights 
Cllr A HOOKER – Godmanchester Community Association 
Cllr D MICKELBURGH – Riparian Rights 
Cllr M RADFORD - Huntingdon and Godmanchester Twinning Association (HGTA) 
Cllr R TAPLIN – Huntingdon and Godmanchester Twinning Association (HGTA)  
Cllr C VANE PERCY – Planning Application (18 Post Street) 
 

 

23/3 MINUTES 
The MAYOR submitted as a correct record the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 8 December 2022.  Cllr RADFORD proposed approval and Cllr 
MICKELBURGH seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 

 

23/4 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MAYOR advised that Gubbio, one of Godmanchester’s twinned towns, would 
be arranging an event to mark the tenth anniversary of being twinned with 
Huntingdon and Godmanchester. Further details would follow.  The MAYOR 
reported he was organising an end of term Quiz Night at 7.00pm on Friday 28 
April.  The event would be at The Black Bull and tickets would be £15 per head to 
include food.  The invitation was extended to Councillors who were also advised 
that there were limited numbers. 
 

 
 
 

23/5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
None present. 
 
The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 
 
Cllr YOUNG was delighted to announce that there would be a concert at the 
Church in the evening of Sunday 7 May to celebrate King Charles’ coronation.  It 
was hoped that it would have similar success to the Jubilee concert held last 
Summer which had raised £1,400 for Ukraine.  More details would follow. 

 

  
23/6 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR advised that most of the items would be covered in Portfolio reports 
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but the following items were raised 

• A new gate had been installed between Romans Way and Judith’s Field to 
prevent a right of way. 

• Cllr RADFORD advised that the measured survey had been passed to 
Henry Freeland Architects.  The TOWN CLERK would be contacting listed 
building specialists for advice regarding any remedial work that might 
need to be carried out on the exterior of the Town Hall 

• Land Registration – currently on hold 

• Riparian Rights – The Town Clerk advised that Neil Sloper at 
Huntingdonshire District Council had asked what the Town Council were 
proposing.   

• Breheny – advised that once the weather dried up, the work could be 
carried out. 

• Chinese Bridge – repair works would be in the better months. 
 

 

23/7 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR went through the correspondence that had been received including 
many Christmas cards from neighbouring councils. 
 

 
 

 

23/8 COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 
County Councillor Graham Wilson had circulated a report to the Council prior to 
the meeting.  Cllr Wilson was not able to attend the meeting, but the MAYOR 
invited comments on the report which included the possibility of a riparian grant 
for flooding maintenance in Silver Street. 
 

 
 

23/9 DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 
Cllr MICKELBURGH provided a verbal update and highlighted the following. 
 

• Play Strategy had been prepared seeking views from residents, businesses 
in Huntingdonshire.  An Action Plan was published in December which was 
being worked on to move the project forward. 

• Climate Conversation – creating a Climate Strategy is currently going 
through.  48% of residents, who took part in the consultation work, 
wanted the Council to act.  The document was now going through 
Cabinet.  Cllr MICKELBURGH advised that all the strategies were available 
on HDC’s website. 

• Warm Spaces – extra spaces had been provided in Huntingdon. The 
uptake had been quite low, and concern was for those people who had 
not visited the spaces. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

23/10 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD advised that the Huntingdon and Godmanchester Twinning 
Association (HGTA) would be hosting a four day Art Festival from 21 – 25 
September 2023 and will arrange all accommodation, food and transportation for 
the visitors.  People between 15 and 17, from the twin towns in Germany, 
Hungary, Italy and France had been invited to enter an art competition – the 
theme was “Where I Live”.  The picture must be suitable for transposing as part of 
a mural onto a wall.  The most outstanding/suitable picture would be chosen from 
each country and six artists from each of those countries would be invited to visit 
and paint their part of the mural.  The student groups would each be accompanied 
by two teachers / responsible adults (total visitors: 24 students plus 8 adults). The 
MAYOR advised that HGTA would look at their budget to see if there is a need for 
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a bid for some financial support.  Being a committee member, Cllr RADFORD 
would be seeing how they could fundraise.  The TOWN CLERK advised that a 
representative from the Business Portfolio should attend the meeting.  Cllr 
CONBOY felt it would be a good opportunity for Councillors and youngsters to be 
involved.  Cllr RADFORD proposed that Council agree to support the Arts Festival 
in September.   Cllr MICKELBURGH seconded the motion; the majority were in 
favour and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr RADFORD advised that she had scoured the Town for a suitable wall on which 
the mural could be painted.  The skatepark wall was a sprayed concrete surface 
with a smooth finish which could be primed, and sealed following the addition of 
the mural.  Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ asked that the Council have sight of the mural 
pictures prior to installation to ensure they were appropriate.  The MAYOR agreed 
that would be essential.  Cllr RADFORD proposed that Council agree for the 
skatepark wall to be used for the mural.  Cllr VANE PERCY seconded the motion; 
the majority were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 
23/11 CHRISTMAS MARKET UPDATE 
Cllr RADFORD wished to thank all those involved in helping make the Christmas 
Market a success and offered her services for this year’s Market.  Cllr 
MICKELBURGH proposed approval for Cllr RADFORD to organise the Christmas 
Market for 2023.  Cllr CONBOY seconded the proposal, all were in favour and it 
was so resolved.  Cllr RADFORD proposed that the Market be held on Friday 1 
December.  Cllr SAUNDERS seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so 
resolved.  Cllr RADFORD proposed that income from the sale of stalls, bucket 
collections and donations for the Christmas Market were paid to the Mayor’s 
Charities Account for year 2022 (£578.66) and similarly in future years.  Cllr 
MICKELBURGH seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Office 

23/12 ENVIRONMENT REPORT  
Cllr HOOKER advised that he was seeking Council’s approval on the future of 
Queens Walk Play Area.  Cllr HOOKER proposed that Council agree to:  
 

• the Environment Portfolio investigating options for the redevelopment of 
the Queens Walk Play Area. 

• the TOWN CLERK and office staff being given authority to approach 
suitable companies for proposals and price guides for the element(s) 
needed to achieve the desired outcome. 

• the TOWN CLERK and office staff being given authority to research grant 
opportunities for funding the project.   

 
Once the information was to hand, the matter would be brought back to Council.  
The Council were reminded the project should be treated with sensitivity, being 
within the Conservation Area and overlooked by residential properties, and any 
necessary consents would need to be obtained. There was a request for the Youth 
Council and the School Councils at the three primary schools to be involved in the 
process.  Cllr MICKELBURGH seconded the three motions; all were in favour and it 
was so resolved. 
 
Cllr MORGAN requested that the Church be provided with a copy of the Planning 
Permission regarding the tree removal at the Churchyard.  The Diocese needed to 
be approached for a faculty approval before work could commence. The TOWN 

 
 

 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
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CLERK confirmed a copy would be provided. 
 
23/13 PLANNING REPORT 
Cllr PAULEY reported that two planning applications had been received but due to 
their deadlines, the TOWN CLERK with instruction from the planning portfolio 
used her delegated powers and had already responded to Huntingdonshire 
District Council (HDC).   
 
Cllrs MICKELBURGH and VANE PERCY left the meeting 
 
A further two applications were discussed and decisions made.  The TOWN CLERK 
would report the decisions to HDC. 
 
Cllrs MICKELBURGH and VANE PERCY re-joined the meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 

 

  
23/14 TRANSPORT STUDY WORKING GROUP 
Cllr PAULEY provided a summary of the report which had already been circulated 
to Council but advised that her minutes would be changed to report that Cllrs 
MORGAN and TAPLIN had tried to attend the virtual meeting but without success. 
 
Cllr PAULEY advised that the following options had been highlighted as ‘quick 
wins’ within the first tranche of traffic improvements in the Town. 
 
A – Options for the junction of West Street with Old Court Hall/Causeway 
Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council approved the request for a Feasibility Study at 
a cost of £500 with Cambridgeshire County Council.  Cllr SIMPSON seconded the 
proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
B – Possibility of a pedestrian Crossing in West Street 
The Highway Officer had suggested potential locations but advised that they could 
not be near a junction.   Cllr PAULEY had requested that the Highway Officer 
comes back so they can visit the site together.  A recommendation regarding this 
item would be put to Council at the February meeting. 
 
C – Options for slowing traffic in London Road 
Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council approve the request for rumble strips on 
London Road to gather traffic flow in both directions.  Cllr RADFORD seconded the 
proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
D - A one-way system for Pinfold Lane/New Street/St Anns Lane 
There would need to be a 75% agreement from residents affected and the Council 
would need to consult with those affected in the streets to pursue a one-way 
area.  It was agreed that more research was needed to be provided to Council and 
should be brought back to Council next month. 
 
E - Possible Resident Parking Scheme. 
Residents of Chadley Lane have residential parking spaces but there would again 
need to be 75% of agreement from residents.  Resident parking was only 
enforceable by the Police/PCSO and that currently was unlikely.  The MAYOR 
suggested the matter come back to Council with a more defined proposal. 
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F - CCC Plans for Town Bridge 
The Council was recommended to await the outcome of the CCC and HDC 
consultations as any changes to the Town Bridge will be made at those higher 
levels. 
 
G - Speed Limits on the A1307 
Cllr PAULEY advised that this had been raised by several residents.  It was not a 
CCC issue as responsibility had not yet been handed over by National Highways.  It 
was anticipated that this would happen sometime in late Spring 2023. 
 
H - Other Suggestions to be Considered 

• Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council approved the request for the disabled 
parking bay outside of One-Stop on Causeway be repainted.  Cllr 
HLADKIWSKYJ seconded the proposal; the majority were in favour and it 
was so resolved. 

• Cllr PAULEY proposed the Council supported the purchase of a second 
MVAS unit for permanent siting on the A1198 at a cost of approximately 
£6,000.  Council decided, as for London Road, to request rumble strips 
from CCC in the first instance. 

• The TOWN CLERK to approach CCC to find out what plans there are to 
replace the footbridge into Huntingdon as it was coming to the end of its 
structural life. 

• Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council approve sympathetic markings/studs to 
mark out parking bays on School Hill.  This would also include the 
provision of a disabled parking bay.   Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ seconded the 
proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 

 
23/15 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
23/15.1 The list of payments were approved.  
23/15.2 Receipt of salary information, petty cash reconciliation to 31 December 
2022, were noted. 
 

 
Cllrs Conboy 
and Radford 
 

23/16 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr SIMPSON wished Council to note that the Group would review their policies in 
due course. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that Council approved Option 1 (multiple photos on the 
cover) as the new template for the newsletter.  Cllr IRVING seconded the 
proposal; the majority were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON circulated a personalised mug to commemorate King Charles’ 
coronation in May.  The mug would cost £6.00 each with the view to distributing 
to children at the three primary schools in the Town and to staff and official 
volunteers at the Council’s Nursery.  Other options had been considered but the 
mug was felt to be the best option.  Council was disappointed with the quality of 
the mug especially when the total cost would be £5,584 plus VAT.  Other options 
suggested were a bookmark, a medallion/medal, coins.  The MAYOR suggested 
Council have a search for alternative options and to report back.   Being conscious 
of the deadlines for the turnaround of such gifts and the additional cost, the 
MAYOR suggested that an Extraordinary Meeting could be called, if required, to 
progress matters to meet such deadlines. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

All to Note 
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Cllr HOOKER left the meeting 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed Council approve the recommendation to decline the 
request by the Community Association to claim unspent grant money for a past 
event.  Cllr CONBOY seconded the proposal; all were in favour and it was so 
resolved. 
 
Cllr HOOKER re-joined the meeting and Cllr GRICE then left the meeting 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed Council approve a charged pitch for a burger van at the 
Town Show (pitch fee to be donated to the Mayor’s Charity) with the provision 
that no hot or cold drinks are sold by the vendor.  Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ seconded the 
proposal; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr GRICE re-joined the meeting 
 
Cllr SIMPSON advised that following discussions on Facebook relating to charging 
or use of the skate park facilities being used for skateboard lessons, that Cllr 
CONBOY would prepare a draft statement to be shared on social media.  Council 
agreed, with the addition of weekly and monthly charges, for the statement to be 
published. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Town Office 

 
 
 

The Minute Taker and Mace Bearer left the meeting 
 

 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of 
the remainder of the business, the Press and Public be excluded from the 
meeting. 
 

 

23/17 PERSONNEL 
Cllr CONBOY advised the Council that following a disciplinary meeting one of the 
members of staff had left the organisation.   
 
The TOWN CLERK advised that the Nursery Manager had appointed an Admin 
Assistant to fill one of the two part-time positions which had been advertised. 
 

 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE 
PRESS AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been 
concluded, the Press and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 
 

 

The Minute Taker and Mace Bearer re-joined the meeting 
 

 

The MAYOR declared the meeting closed at 21.21.  
 


