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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
TOWN HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER 2022 

 
Chair:   R TAPLIN (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; M GRICE; A HOOKER; J HLADKIWSKYJ; Mrs D MICKELBURGH; P 

MORGAN; Mrs K PAULEY; Mrs M RADFORD; Miss E SAUNDERS; Mrs S SIMPSON and J 
YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
 
There were five members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES Action 
  

22/144 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr C HYAMS – unwell 
Cllr P IRVING  - holiday 
Cllr C VANE PERCY – another event 
 

  
 
 

22/145 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
None 
 

 

22/146 MINUTES 
The MAYOR submitted as a correct record the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 27 September 2022.  Cllr RADFORD proposed approval and Cllr 
YOUNG seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 

 

22/147 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MAYOR reminded Councillors that he was being interviewed on Huntingdon 
Community Radio on 25 October at 7.00pm.  If Councillors had any suggestions on 
subject matters, please would they advise the MAYOR.  The MAYOR advised that 
the Civic Supper would be held on 25 November and reminded Councillors to 
respond to the Deputy Town Clerk. 
 
The MAYOR reported that a Ukrainian family had moved to the town and he 
would be visiting them at the weekend.  At the family’s request, the MAYOR 
provided the Council with some background information on them. 
 

 
All to note 

22/148 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
 
Mr Jason Emery from Let’s Go Skate and three skatepark users attended the 
meeting. Mr Emery had given lessons at the skatepark but advised that now the 
Council had introduced the Use of Land Policy resulting in charging for the use of 
Council land, he advised he would not be able to afford the cost.  Mr Emery 
requested that the lights be switched on again to allow the facility to be used as 
the nights begin to draw in. {Note: the Use of Land weekly charge is £4.10.} 
 
The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 

 

  
22/149 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS  
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The MAYOR advised that most of the items would be covered in Portfolio reports 
but the following items were highlighted; 
 

• Roythornes Solicitors had written to the Huntingdonshire District Council 
regarding land ownership/responsibilities with regard to the Rec. 

• Breheny had been contacted regarding the repair work to the 
riverbank/swimming steps. 

 

 
 

22/150 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR and TOWN CLERK explained the correspondence that had been 
received.   
 

 
 

 

22/151 COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 
County Councillors Graham Wilson had circulated a report to the Council prior to 
the meeting.  Cllr Wilson wished to highlight two issues; 
 

• Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) had now published its consultation 
on Cambridge City access and possible congestion charge which was 
available to comment on.  Cllr Wilson urged people to comment on the 
consultation on future transport before Christmas.  Cllr Wilson welcomed 
views of the Council before he formally responded. 

• 20mph LHI bid throughout Godmanchester: various comments had come 
back.  Latest news is that CCC has agreed that the 30mph limit on Silver 
Street can move further up Silver Street as there are streetlights on that 
stretch of the road.   

 
Cllr WILSON discussed how he thought the congestion charge would be 
implemented should it be given the go ahead.  Cllr RADFORD mentioned the 
amount of vegetation in the gullies on the A1198 near the new development and 
the allotments and was advised to report the problem on Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s website.  The Town Office had also reported flooding at Cambridge 
Villas. 
 
Cllr PAULEY apologised to Cllr WILSON for using the wrong phraseology in an email 
regarding the LHI bid for double yellow lines in London Road but was disappointed 
that she had been singled out.  The report had been circulated to the Councillors 
and was now in the public domain.  Cllr WILSON had received an email from CCC 
with a trail of emails including one from Cllr PAULEY.  Cllr WILSON felt that any 
correspondence with CCC should be made via the TOWN CLERK.   Cllr WILSON 
wished to make it clear that, when he was a Town Councillor, he did not direct the 
Town Council to put in the LHI bid for double yellow lines. 
 

 
 

22/152 TOWN CLERKS REPORT 
The TOWN CLERK assumed that the report had been read by Council and wished 
to refer to the decision.  Councillors involved in the complaints, which had been 
upheld, would be advised to abide by the Code of Conduct and should undertake 
training.  In answer to Cllr GRICE’s question, the TOWN CLERK advised the 
question should have been raised in the closed part of the meeting.  However, the 
time involved in investigating the complaint had been substantial bearing in mind 
the matter had commenced in August and had only now been resolved now.  The 
TOWN CLERK was waiting for CAPALC to provide training dates and costs for Code 
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of Conduct training.  It had previously been agreed that all Councillors, unless 
recently trained, would go on the CAPALC course.  There were no legal fees, the 
TOWN CLERK had consulted SLCC, CAPALC and the Monitoring Officer. 
 
22/153 ENVIRONMENT REPORT  
Cllr HOOKER confirmed that the line marking for car parking had been completed 
at Judith’s Field.  As previously agreed, Cllr HOOKER would cut the spikes off the 
bike rack to accommodate a further car parking space. 
 
Cllr HOOKER advised that the Commemorative (fastigiate) Oak was currently being 
cared for at the Nursery while they await the park guards arrival (5 November).  
The group had agreed that the project should be known as The Queen Elizabeth II 
Memorial Oak and would be positioned in front of the adult gym on Queens Walk.  
Cllr HOOKER confirmed a plaque had been discussed with the agreed wording 
over three lines, In Memoriam, Queen Elizabeth II, 1926 – 2022 
Cllr HOOKER would draw up a rough layout in preparation for the next 
Environment meeting. 
 
Cllr HOOKER reported that Mr J Thackray had written to the Council with his 
concerns over the rushes and reeds in the Mill Lade.  The TOWN CLERK would 
write to the Environment Agency as it was their responsibility to keep navigable 
waterways open.  The MAYOR had drafted a response to Mr Thackray which had 
been sent through the Town Office. 
 
Cllr HOOKER advised that a large historic tree in the churchyard was leaning 
precariously and was the cause of damage to the Church building rainwater pipes 
below ground which would need to be replaced by the Church.  The TOWN CLERK 
would obtain three quotes for the tree’s removal down to a stump with an 
additional price to grind the stump out enabling grass to grow over. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 

22/154 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD thanked Cllr IRVING for chairing the Property meeting in her 
absence.   Cllr RADFORD reported that the anti-social behaviour at Judith’s Field 
public toilets had decreased since the toilets were locked earlier in the day. 
 
The hearing loop facility and the job advert for a cleaner had been advertised on 
the Council’s website and Facebook pages.  The additional CCTV cameras had now 
been installed at Judith’s Field.  Cllr RADFORD confirmed that the portfolio group 
were happy to have an evening meeting to accommodate those who were unable 
to attend during the day.  Any evening meetings would be advertised in plenty of 
time. 
 
Cllr RADFORD confirmed that the deposit charged to hire one of the Council’s halls 
would remain at £50 for children’s parties 10 years or under and £100 for 
children’s parties for those aged 11 years and older. 
 
The Property Group would consider Mr Emery’s presentation at their next 
meeting. 
 

 

22/155 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
22/155.1 The list of payments were approved.  (The pension figure on the 
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schedule had been omitted in error) 
22/155.2 Receipt of salary information, petty cash reconciliation to 30 September 
2022, monthly budget report on the year to date, and monthly bank reconciliation 
were noted. 
 

Cllrs Conboy 
and Radford 

22/156 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that the Council approved the amendment to footnote 1 
on the Grants Policy to the updated S.137 figure for 2022/23.  Council agreed to 
the amendment and were not required to vote. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON asked if Councillors would be happy to provide a short biography on 
their skills and knowledge to be posted on the Council’s website.  This would show 
the varied skills relevant to Council business.  Due to the mixed feelings, it was 
recommended that the item be brought forward at the next Council meeting for a 
decision to be voted on, but that it would have to be a unanimous agreement. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON advised that a request had been received from Godmanchester in 
Bloom for additional watering of the planters.  The TOWN CLERK would clarify 
what watering was covered by the grounds maintenance contract.  A breakdown 
of costs would be prepared and the item brought back to Council for a decision. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that the Council provide a £500 grant for the Community 
Nursery to assist with setting up a Community Hub (Monday, Wednesday – Friday 
from 10.00am – 3.30pm).  This would be on the proviso that it would only be used 
if the Nursery were unsuccessful in securing funds elsewhere.  The proposal was 
seconded by Cllr PAULEY; all were in favour, and it was so resolved.  
 

 
 

Town Clerk 
 

22/157 PLANNING  
Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council approved the recommendations for the four 
planning applications as outlined in the Portfolio Planning report.  The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr SIMPSON; the majority were in favour and it was so 
resolved.   
 
Cllr PAULEY advised that HDC were undertaking a Planning Blitz to clear the 
backlog of planning applications.  Following the Blitz, the Council would no longer 
be able to apply for extensions to the response period. Various options had been 
considered but Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council award delegated powers to the 
TOWN CLERK to deal with ‘simple’, non-contentious applications for a trial period 
of three months.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr CONBOY; all were in favour, 
and it was so resolved.  Cllr PAULEY thanked Cllr HYAMS for preparing a 
spreadsheet of all planning applications received since May 2022 so that 
outcomes can be monitored. 
 
Cllr PAULEY reminded Council to review and comment on the Huntingdon 
Masterplan, Huntingdon Futures and on GCP’s consultation on bus routes which 
enhance Godmanchester.  The documents/links will be circulated.   
 
The Transport Study Working Group (TSWG) wished Council to consider a LHI bid 
for a ‘flashing smiley face’ speed camera between the Roman’s Edge roundabout 
on the A1198 pointing towards the A1307.    
 

Deputy Town 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Pauley 
 

 
TSWG 
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Enquiries will also be made as to the cost of Speedwatch signage and provide 
Council with the findings.  An application would need to go through CCC before 
full costs would be known. 
 

 
TSWG 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the 
business, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting. 

 

 

PROPERTY – EXTENSION OF PATH/PATIO OUTSIDE JF PAVILION 
Cllr RADFORD advised that two quotes (Option 1 and Option 2) had been 
requested from three companies to extend the path/patio area outside of the 
Pavilion.  Option 1 was to extend the existing pathway the entire length of the 
building and build up the turf accordingly.  Option 2 was to dig out the existing 
tarmac footpath, extend the existing footpath as in Option 1 and widen the path 
by a similar amount to give a patio effect.  Cllr RADFORD proposed that the 
Council approved Option 2 quote from Cambridge Grandscapes for £13,536.25 
plus VAT.  This figure exceeds the original budget of £10,000 however the tarmac 
footpath had started to crack so would have required remedial work so Council 
was asked to approve for shortfall of £4,000.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
MICKELBURGH; all were in favour, and it was so resolved. 
 

 

PROPERTY – MEASURED SURVEY 
Cllr RADFORD proposed that the Council approve the quote from BR Surveys (Ben 
Ryman) for £2,200 plus VAT to conduct a measured survey on the Town Hall.  The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ; all were in favour, and it was so 
resolved. 
 

 

22/158 PERSONNEL  

Cllr CONBOY discussed the TOWN CLERK’s report with the 
Council.  Councillors were given the opportunity to ask 
questions.  Comments were received from other Councillors including that 
a Councillor had been subjected to unacceptable behaviour and the 
Councillor also wished to state that the TOWN CLERK had her integrity and 
professionalism called into question which was outrageous.   They hoped 
and recommended that those concerned would receive an apology, 
including the TOWN CLERK.  Cllr CONBOY advised that Councillors needed 
to work together and hope that lessons had been learned.    Having 
concluded discussions with the Council, there was a feeling of goodwill and 
support in the chamber.  Cllr CONBOY confirmed that anyone wishing to 
attend the Personnel Committee should contact her. 
 

 

Cllr RADFORD advised that there were 30 stallholders for the Christmas Market on 
Friday 2 December and would be asking for helpers next month. 
 

 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the Press 
and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 20.47  
 


