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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
TOWN HALL AT 19.00 ON TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
Chair:   R TAPLIN (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; M GRICE; A HOOKER; J HLADKIWSKYJ; C HYAMS; P IRVING; Mrs D 

MICKELBURGH; P MORGAN; Mrs M RADFORD; Mrs S SIMPSON; C VANE PERCY and J 
YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
 
There was one member of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES Action 
  

22/128 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Mrs K PAULEY - Holiday 
Miss E SAUNDERS - Holiday 
J YOUNG advised he had another commitment and would need to leave the 
meeting at 7.45pm 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
22/129 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
None 
 

 

22/130 MINUTES 
The MAYOR advised the meeting had been delayed due to the death of Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II on 8 September 2022. 
 
The MAYOR submitted as a correct record the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 18 August 2022.  Cllr RADFORD proposed approval and Cllr 
MORGAN seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 

 

22/131 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MAYOR was saddened to announce the passing of an ex-Town Councillor, Mr 
David Taylor.  Mr Taylor’s funeral would be on 12 October and the MAYOR hoped 
he would be able to attend.  It was agreed to fly the flag at half-mast on that day 
as a fitting tribute for Mr Taylor’s time as a Councillor.   
 
The MAYOR reported that unfortunately the Mace Bearer/Town Warden had 
recently been taken ill.  The Council and staff wished him all the best for a speedy 
recovery and had sent a card and a flower arrangement.   
 
The MAYOR advised of forthcoming events; Civic Service (9 October), Civic Supper 
(25 November) and the Christmas Market (2 December).  The MAYOR had agreed 
to be interviewed on Huntingdon Community Radio on 25 October at 7pm.  If 
Councillors had any suggestions on subject matters, please would they advise the 
MAYOR. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All to note 

22/132 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
County Cllr G Wilson advised he would be providing a report under Agenda Item 
22/135. 
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The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 
  
22/133 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR advised that most of the items would be covered in Portfolio reports. 

 
 

 
22/134 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR and TOWN CLERK explained the correspondence that had been 
received.  The MAYOR advised that several events had been cancelled due to the 
passing of the late Queen.  The MAYOR was delighted to advise that Mr John 
Bridge OBE DL would be attending the Civic Service.  Cllr YOUNG had attended a 
service at the Parish Church in Wisbech which had a new Archdeacon.  The 
MAYOR thanked Cllr YOUNG for attending and representing the Council.  The 
TOWN CLERK advised that two communications had not been included in the 
correspondence list.  A resident had written in commenting on the condition of 
Mill Lade.  The TOWN CLERK advised that the letter would be passed on to the 
Environment Portfolio Group for consideration. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Environment 

Portfolio 

22/135 COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 
County Cllr Graham Wilson had circulated a report to the Council prior to the 
meeting.  Cllr Wilson advised that there were two current transport consultations 
in circulation: 

• The Greater Cambridgeshire Partnership – Cllr Wilson advised that the 
CCC were consulting on a congestion charge which may affect 
Godmanchester residents who commute to Cambridge.  

• The Huntingdonshire Transport Strategy – makes reference to 
Godmanchester, the consultation runs until 7 November.  Cllr Wilson 
advised that there would be an opportunity to speak to staff from the 
Transport Planning Team at Tesco in Huntingdon on 1 October from 2-
5pm. 

 
Cllr Wilson confirmed he would be happy to review any response the Council may 
have on the consultations before the Council summitted its comments. 

 
Cllr Wilson reported that the fading lines on both sides of Tudor Road, at the 
junction with Cambridge Road would be repainted. 
 

 
 

All to note 

22/136 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD had circulated three designs of Christmas lights for the Causeway.  
The majority were in favour of image 3 which would be displayed on the 
Causeway lights annually, for a three-year period. 
 
Cllr RADFORD complemented the present cleaners on maintaining the cleanliness 
of the halls and Nursery but advised that continuous cover was required when 
they are on leave.  The TOWN CLERK expressed her disappointment that the Town 
Wardens had not maintained the standard of cleaning in the cleaners’ absence 
and had organised an advert for an additional cleaner. 
 
Cllr RADFORD reported that further quotes for a survey of the Town Hall were 
being sought and hoped that these would be available by next month. 
 
The hearing loops had been installed in QES and the Judith’s Field Pavilion, and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 

Town Office 
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testing had proven successful.  Cllr RADFORD requested that details of the hearing 
loops be posted on the website/social media to advise those who required its 
availability when hiring either the large hall at the Queen Elizabeth School Hall or 
at Judith’s Field Pavilion.  There was one control box which would need to be 
transported to the appropriate hall. 
 
Cllr RADFORD advised that the additional CCTV would be installed at Judith’s Field 
in October and would advise once a date had been confirmed. 
 
22/137 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
22/137.1 The list of payments were approved.   
22/137.2 Receipt of salary information, petty cash reconciliation to 31 August, 
monthly budget report on the year to date, and monthly bank reconciliation were 
noted. 
 

 
 
Cllrs Conboy 
and Radford 

22/138 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that the Council approve the revised division of Portfolio 
responsibilities with immediate effect.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
CONBOY; all were in favour, and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr SIMPSON proposed that the Council approve expenditure at the Nursery to 
improve wheelchair access.  Matting would be laid on the gravelled car park which 
would provide a firmer surface for both wheelchair and buggy users.  The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr GRICE; all were in favour, and it was so resolved. 
 

 
 
Town Office 

22/139 PLANNING  
Cllr HYAMS proposed that the Council approve planning application 
22/01757/S106.  However, as the Developer had submitted an early Section 106 
application and the 80% threshold had not been reached, Cllr HYAMS suggested 
that the Council arrange an informal meeting with the Section 106 Officer at 
Huntingdonshire District Council.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr SIMPSON; 
the majority were in favour, and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr HYAMS encouraged the Councillors to review the Huntingdon Town 
Masterplan as it affected Godmanchester.  Any comments should be directed to 
the TOWN CLERK.   
 
Cllr HYAMS advised that the Transport Study Working Group (TSWG) had 
produced a report, already circulated, recommending that the LHI Bid for double 
yellow lines in London Road be halted.  Cllr HYAMS proposed that Council request 
the transfer of monies set aside by Cambridgeshire County Council for the double 
yellow lines scheme to the LHI Bid for a 20mph scheme in the hope that this could 
speed up the completion of the said scheme.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
IRVING; the majority were in favour, and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr MICKELBURGH had represented the TSWG at the Town Show at the Nursery 
on 24 September and would report back to the group at their meeting on 5 
October. 
 

 
 
 
 

Town Office 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 

22/140 ENVIRONMENT 
Cllr HOOKER advised of items to note; 
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• the replacement bench in the Town Hall car park would be installed 
between the existing benches at a cost of £250 plus VAT – to note 

• Items 1 and 7 on the Bin Report needed attention – agreed 

• Camline have been advised to undertake the line marking at Judith’s Field 
car park (post meeting note – due to take place on 19 October 2022) 

 
Cllr HOOKER advised that currently the six planters in the town belonging to 
Godmanchester in Bloom are watered each year by Fergusons.  Due to the 
changing climate conditions, Cllr HOOKER recommended that Ferguson 
commence watering next year from April instead of June.  The Town Clerk raised 
concerns that the Council were already assisting with the watering and had also 
provided Godmanchester in Bloom with a grant of £500 for plants this year, she 
had concerns that the Council were essentially funding an outside group without 
being clear to the public how the Council were doing so.  The item would be put 
on the next Environment Portfolio agenda. 
 
Cllr YOUNG advised that the oak tree purchased for the late Queen’s Jubilee had 
not yet been planted.  Following her passing, thought had been given to it being a 
commemorative tree and named the Queen Elizabeth Memorial.  Cllr YOUNG left 
the meeting at 7.48.  Cllr HOOKER advised that the intention was to plant the oak 
in November but would request the Town Office order a park guard for it and an 
additional one for the newly acquired Quercus Robur Fastigiata.  By ordering the 
two at the same time it would incur only one delivery fee.  If the oak is to be 
planted in November, a decision on what the oak would be known would need to 
be put to Council at the October meeting. 
 

Town Office 
 

Town Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr HOOKER 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the 
business, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting. 

 
The MAYOR reported that a double gate was required from Romans Way onto 
Judith’s Field as the Council did not want it to become a right of way.  By having a 
gate, it could be locked one day a year to prevent the public from accessing the 
Council’s land via that route.  The MAYOR proposed that Council accept the quote 
from Huntree Fencing for £1,395.00 plus VAT.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
HYAMS; all were in favour, and it was so resolved. 
 

 

22/141 ENVIRONMENT 
Cllr HOOKER advised that following the installation of Skyworld, as previously 
agreed Logworld would be removed.  Three quotes had been obtained last year 
and having referred back to the most competitive, they have come back with a 
revised price.  The figure was still cheaper than the two other quotes previously 
received.  Cllr HOOKER proposed that Council accept the quote from A&K Builders 
for £4,140 plus VAT.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr RADFORD all were in 
favour and it was so resolved.  Cllr CONBOY suggested that the Town Office 
advised this decision via the Council’s website and social media so people were 
aware that the piece of equipment would be removed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Town Office 

22/142 CASUAL VACANCY  
The TOWN CLERK had initially received four emails of potential candidates for the  
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casual councillor vacancy, two of whom could not attend the August meeting; she 
had subsequently attempted to contact them in the hope they could make the 
September meeting however, one advised they were no longer interested and the 
other failed to respond to any emails. The Council discussed the options and 
decided that neither of the two previous candidates were suitable for the position 
and it would therefore be readvertised.  The TOWN CLERK would write back to the 
two candidates advising that they did not meet the Council’s requirements It was 
noted that the Council had reduced members in two portfolios. However, other 
Councillors were welcome to attend even if they were not members of the group.  
Cllr SIMPSON expressed her wish to be able to attend an Environment and 
Property meetings but as they fall within daytime hours had struggled to attend.  
It was suggested that perhaps every so often those groups could meet in an 
evening. 
 
22/143 PERSONNEL  
The TOWN CLERK circulated a voting sheet with names of those Councillors who 
had put their names forward to sit on the Personnel Committee.  In a closed 
ballot, Cllr RADFORD was elected to the Committee. 
 

 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the Press 
and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 

 

 

The meeting ended 20.18  
 


