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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
TOWN HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 21 JULY 2022 

 
Chair:   Cllr R TAPLIN (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; A HOOKER; J HLADKIWSKYJ; P IRVING; Mrs D MICKELBURGH; P 

MORGAN; Mrs K PAULEY; Mrs M RADFORD; Miss E SAUNDERS; Mrs S SIMPSON and J 
YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
Mace Bearer: Mr M WILLIAMS 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES Action 
  

22/98 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr S CONBOY – joined the meeting at 19.16hrs 
Cllr C HYAMS - Holiday 
Cllr C VANE PERCY – Other commitment 
County Cllr G WILSON - Illness 
 

  

22/99 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr M GRICE – Town Show (committee member) 
Cllr A HOOKER – Football Club  
Cllr D MICKELBURGH – Football Club 
Cllr D TAPLIN – Freeland Rees Roberts Architects 
Cllr J YOUNG – Freeland Rees Roberts Architects 
 

 

22/100 MINUTES 
The following amendments were required to be made to the minutes of 16 June 
2022. 
 
Page 2 should read ‘Jubilee Concert’ (not Service), Page 5 should read ‘The Town 
Council would be asked for their comments on the motifs if time allowed’ (not 
motives) and Page 6 should read ‘clash’ (not clach). 
 
With these changes made, the MAYOR submitted as a correct record the Minutes 
of the Town Council meeting held on 16 June 2022.  Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ proposed 
approval and Cllr MICKELBURGH seconded the motion; all were in favour, and it 
was so resolved.   
 

 

22/101 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MAYOR was saddened to announce that a person had lost their life in the lock 
earlier in the week and wished to pass on the Council’s condolences to his family. 
 
The MAYOR advised that he and Cllr RADFORD would be representing the Town in 
Wertheim at the end of the month to mark the 40th anniversary of the twinning of 
the two towns and the 30th anniversary of Wertheim’ twinning with Csobanka 
(HUN) 
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The MAYOR thanked Cllr SIMPSON for contacting an ice-cream van for the 
forthcoming car boot sale on 20 August.  Cllr YOUNG wished to express his 
personal disappointment that the MAYOR was not combining the car boot sale 
and garage sale this year and was aware that a few other residents felt the same.  
He asked that perhaps a future MAYOR would consider doing both next year.  The 
MAYOR commented that the footfall had not been sufficient last year for the 
garage sale and people were less enthusiastic. 
 
22/102 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
As there were no members of the public in attendance.  The MAYOR carried out 
the Club 800 Draw. 
 

 

22/103 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR advised that most of the items would be covered in Portfolio reports.  
However, the following items were raised. 
 

• Removal of the following actions - Surveillance System, Lighting on School 
Hill, Cemetery bulbs, Towpath 

• Quotes were being obtained to supply and install a gate between Roman’s 
Way and Judith’s Field.   

• Paving at Judith’s Field Pavilion would be discussed at the next meeting 

• Town Trail – on hold 

• Queens Walk (Boat and Matting) – ongoing 

• Judith’s Field Sandpit – keep on list 

• Land Registration - Town Office to resubmit application for the Town Hall, 
QES and War Memorial 

• Land Ownership/Responsibilities - meeting scheduled for next week 
 
Cllr S CONBOY joined the meeting at 19.16 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

22/104 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR ran through the list of correspondence. 
 

 
 
 

22/105 COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor, Graham Wilson had provided Council with a 
written report (see attached). 
 

 

22/106 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Cllr MICKELBURGH delivered her report to Council (see attached).  
Huntingdonshire District Council’s (HDC) budget had a shortfall on revenue rather 
than on capital and their Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies. were safe.  
Cllr CONBOY confirmed HDC would not be offloading costs downwards to 
towns/parishes but would have to look at different ways and work ‘smarter’. 
 

 
 

22/107 PLANNING REPORT 
Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council approved the recommendations for the three 
planning applications and refuse a fourth as outlined in the Portfolio Planning 
report.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr YOUNG; the majority were in favour, 
and it was so resolved.  The DEPUTY TOWN CLERK would submit the planning 
application recommendations to HDC. 
 

 
 
 

Deputy Town 
Clerk 
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It was agreed that the TOWN CLERK would write to the Mr and Mrs Chesser of 
Ravenshoe who had spoken at last month’s meeting regarding their concerns over 
the new development near their home. 
 
It was agreed that the TOWN CLERK would respond to Mr C Thomas’ letter 
regarding traffic matters, advising that the correspondence would be referred to 
the Transport Working Group. 
 
Cllr PAULEY advised that Cllr MICKELBURGH should have been included as an 
attendee on the Transport Issues which had been circulated.  The MAYOR 
commended Cllr PAULEY on her work and she was able to advise that 
representatives from Highways, CCC and their Transport Plan Team would be 
attending next week’s meeting.  It was hoped that their presence would give the 
Council a better idea of what initiatives could and could not be pushed forward. 
 
Cllr PAULEY advised that the TOWN CLERK respond to CCC confirming the 
proposed contribution towards the LHI bid for a town wide 20mph restriction was 
agreed (10%) and that Council looked forward to receiving further information 
and consultation.  Cllr CONBOY asked if Council would circulate publicly to 
residents of the Council’s plans with regards to transport when in a position to do 
so.  
 
The Transport Study Working Group was looking for volunteers to join the existing 
Speedwatch scheme.  This was to be re-instated as part of a programme to raise 
awareness in the Town of speed issues and the possible introduction of a 20mph 
restriction.  The Group were looking for members of the public to come on board, 
but it would be good to have a few Councillors take part.  Those who were 
interested should please let Cllr PAULEY know before the next meeting of the 
Working Group on the 27 July. 
 
Cllr PAULEY asked if Councillors would volunteer their services to 
review signage (out of date signs, signs that need repair or cleaning etc) and road 
markings (yellow lines covered over with tar, faded markings etc) in the following 
locations. 

• Post Street and the Avenue  
• Cambridge Road and Cambridge Street 
• West Street 
• London Road and London Street 
• The Causeway 
• Tudor Road 

It would be helpful to have photos/make sketches to support any notes.  The 
results should be submitted to Cllr PAULEY for collation by 8th August 2022. 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All to note 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

All to note 
 
 

22/108 ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
Cllr HOOKER proposed that Council agreed to a 10% uplift to the quote to extend 
the car park at Judith’s Field.  The quote had been obtained in February 2022 and 
due to the rate of inflation, had to be increased by the supplier to £18,150.  The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr RADFORD; all were in favour, and it was so 
resolved.   

 
 

 
Town Clerk  
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Cllr HOOKER proposed that Council agree to the Skyworld sign to be located as per 
the plan previously circulated and to note that the colour of the two steel posts 
would be a slightly darker green than original suggested.  The proposal was 
seconded by Cllr RADFORD; all were in favour, and it was so resolved.   
 
Council were happy for Cllr HOOKER to investigate the possibility of planting three 
conifers near to Skyworld to soften the impact of the equipment.  Cllr RADFORD 
made a request that thought was given to potential vandalism and the 
maintenance of any additional planting.  Any findings would be brought back to 
Council. 
 
Cllr HOOKER proposed Council agreed to the repair work to the Chinese Bridge to 
be brought forward to May 2023 and not July/August 2023 as CCC had suggested.   
The proposal was seconded by Cllr MORGAN; all were in favour, and it was so 
resolved.  The TOWN CLERK would write back to CCC expressing the Council’s 
disappointment that the work which was scheduled for this Summer had not been 
completed and that future work would be preferable in May 2023 to avoid a clash 
with school holidays. 
 
It was agreed that the TOWN CLERK would contact Breheny again to enquiry when 
they proposed to carry out the remedial work at the swimming steps. 
 
It was agreed that the TOWN CLERK would ask HDC to restore the rubbish bin at 
Mill Steps to help alleviate any littering. 
 

 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Hooker 
 
 
 

 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 

Town Clerk 

22/109 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD wished Council to note that the Senior Citizens’ Club had now 
relocated from the Town Hall to the Queen Elizabeth School Hall (Post Street, 
Godmanchester) with effect from 11 July 2022. 
 
Due to the continued criminal damage being caused at Judith’s Field public toilet, 
Cllr RADFORD recommended to Council that the facility only be open from 9am to 
3pm during term time and closed during school holidays from 22 July and to 
advertise the change on social media.  Unfortunately, Cambridge Alarms were 
unable to install the additional CCTV, due to the Council delaying their decision, on 
site until October and the Property Group had agreed that the Council’s property 
needed to be sufficiently protected.  The TOWN CLERK had provided details of the 
damage to the toilet which had taken place since the toilet open in July 2021.  
Such damage included rubbish purposely being forced into the toilet pan, graffiti, 
damaged to the external cladding, the glass window being smashed, the door 
being dented in numerous areas, the dustbin being set fire to, the locking 
mechanism being ripped out and most recently the toilet pan also being set fire 
to.  Unfortunately, when people have been congregating on site and have been 
asked to move on, staff and Councillors have been met with aggressive responses 
which was intimidating.  The TOWN CLERK advised she was waiting on a date 
when the lock could be fitted.  Cllr RADFORD was mindful that any decision would 
heavily impact on the community, but the Council was committed to protecting 
their property and to stop further staff and Police time being wasted and 
taxpayers’ money being spent on plumbers, electricians, etc. 
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Cllrs CONBOY and HLADKIWSKYJ were disappointed that the minority were 
spoiling the facility and to close the toilets especially over the Summer holidays 
would have a vast impact.  There would be more people around during the day 
and could prevent further vandalism.  A lengthy discussion, on the pros and cons 
of restricting the usage of the toilet, took place. 
 
Cllr RADFORD proposed that Council agreed to the public toilet at Judith’s Field 
only be open from 9am to 3pm during term time and closed during school 
holidays with effect from 22 July.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr MORGAN, 
the majority were against, and the motion was defeated. 
 
Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ put a counter proposal to Council that Judith’s Field public toilet 
should be temporarily closed for three weeks, signage displayed reporting closure 
due to vandalism.  The toilet would then be opened again from 9am-3pm. If 
damaged the toilet would be closed again. The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
IRVING, the majority were against, and the motion was defeated. 
 
Cllr CONBOY put a counter proposal to Council that the Judith’s Field public toilet 
should be open from 9am to 4pm both in term time and school holidays.  If the 
facility was damaged and unusable it would close until repaired (signage displayed 
reporting closure due to vandalism).  However, if the facility had cosmetic 
damage, then it would remain open.  The TOWN CLERK pointed out that this was 
what was currently happening, only with the facility closing at 8pm.  The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr MICKELBURGH; the majority were in favour, and it was so 
resolved.   
 
Cllr RADFORD proposed Council approve further discussions with Freeland Rees 
Roberts Architects regarding the provision of costings for drawings, specifications, 
tender documents for the refurbishment to the Town Hall and discussions with a 
quantity surveyor to establish a budget.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
SAUNDERS; the majority were in favour, and it was so resolved.   
 
22/110 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
Council approved the Accounts Payable and the Cash Reconciliation.  The list of 
payments had been emailed to Cllrs CONBOY and RADFORD for approval and 
authorisation.  The MAYOR advised Council that he was claiming expenses for the 
forthcoming Twinning trip to represent the Town at Wertheim.  It was also noted 
that the MAYOR had paid for the Mayoress’ tickets for two events as he did not 
think the Council should bear the costs. 
  

 
 

Cllrs Conboy 
and Radford 

22/111 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr SIMPSON presented the Business Report to Council and requested decisions 
on the following items; 
 
Recommendation that Council accept the revised Communications Policy which 
had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
CONBOY; all were in favour, and it was so resolved.   
 
Recommendation approval for the next Newsletter to be digital with a limited 
number of printed copies (500 copies) be distributed at various points around the 
town.  The deadline for submissions was 8 August.  The proposal was seconded by 

 
 
 
 
 

Town Office 
 
 
 
 

All to note 
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Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ; all were in favour, and it was so resolved.   
 
Recommendation to approve a letter be sent by the TOWN CLERK to a resident 
regarding vexatious correspondence advising that no response to correspondence 
on transport matters would be entered into for two years.  The proposal was 
seconded by Cllr YOUNG; all were in favour, and it was so resolved.   
 
Godmanchester Rovers had asked Council to consider a request for £50k of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money for a new 4G pitch.  With current 
commitments there was no capacity to fund this.   Cllr SIMPSON proposed that the 
TOWN CLERK to write notifying the Football Club of the position.  The majority 
were in favour, and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr SIMPSON advised that the Town Show had agreed not to sell refreshments as 
the Nursery would have their café open.  There had also been some confusion 
regarding subletting stalls at the Town Show.  As a goodwill gesture, Cllr SIMPSON 
proposed that Council approve the Town Show to sublet the ten stalls who had 
already committed to the Show.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr PAULEY; the 
majority were in favour, and it was so resolved.   
 
There had been a late request from the Senior Citizens’ Club for the Council to 
purchase the tables and chairs in the chamber.  Cllr SIMPSON proposed that 
Council agreed to pay the Club a £40 contribution as they had been offered this 
sum for someone else.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr CONBOY; all were in 
favour, and it was so resolved.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

Town Clerk 
 

 
 

 
Town Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Town Office 
 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the 
business, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting. 

 

 

22/112 PERSONNEL REPORT 
Cllr CONBOY advised that the Personnel Committee had delegated powers and 
was therefore able to make decisions without taking them to Council.  Cllr 
CONBOY wished Council to note the following; 
 

• The approval of the Committee to award the Town Clerk an annual 
performance related pay increment. 

• To note the recommendation to purchase training for all Councillors.  The 
training will be considered mandatory, and Councillors would be urged to 
make themselves available to attend.  Council was authorising 
expenditure of up to £1,000 to pay for the training.  The TOWN CLERK 
would enquiry about the training and costs. 

• The Terms of Reference would be updated when the Group is a position 
to do so. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 

22/113 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD proposed Council agree and recommend that Expression Media 
install a hearing loops system in the larger halls in the Queen Elizabeth School Hall 
and Judith’s Field Pavilion at a cost of not more than £3,000.  This would include 
the purchase of a single mobile control box.  The loops could only be installed in 
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one room in each building as otherwise it would broadcast in both rooms.  It was 
felt that there was less need for loops in the smaller halls.   Cllr PAULEY asked why 
this facility had not been included in the Nursery specification.  Cllr RADFORD 
advised that the setup would be trialled first.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
MICKELBURGH; all were in favour, and it was so resolved. 
 

 
 
 

Town Clerk 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the Press 
and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 

 

 

The meeting ended 20.58.  
 


