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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
TOWN HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 18 AUGUST 2022 

 
Chair:   Cllr R TAPLIN (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  M GRICE; A HOOKER; J HLADKIWSKYJ; C HYAMS; P IRVING; P MORGAN; Mrs K 

PAULEY; Mrs M RADFORD; Miss E SAUNDERS; Mrs S SIMPSON; C VANE PERCY and J 
YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
 
There were three members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES Action 
  

22/114 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr S CONBOY – Holiday 
Cllr P IRVING - Joined the meeting at 19.02hrs 
Cllr D MICKELBURGH - Holiday 
Mrs C WHITLOCK (minute taker) - Holiday 
 

  

22/115 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr M RADFORD – Twinning Association 
Cllr R TAPLIN – Twinning Association 
The MAYOR explained the role of the Optimist statue that the town had been 
gifted by Wertheim at the 40th Anniversary of Twinning Celebrations. 
 

 

22/116 MINUTES 
Cllr RADFORD advised that the Nursery did not come under the remit of the 
Property Portfolio, and Council could consider a hearing loop in the new building 
in due course.  The MAYOR submitted the amended Minutes as a correct record of 
the Town Council meeting held on 21 July 2022.  Cllr PAULEY proposed approval 
and Cllr SAUNDERS seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so 
resolved.   
 

 

22/117 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Cllr MORGAN will be celebrating his Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 1 
September.   The MAYOR advised that the car boot sale at Judith’s Field was this 
coming Saturday (20 August) and there had been 25 stalls booked.  The MAYOR 
assumed that all Town Councillors had read all the papers and thus the meeting 
would only be dealing with matters that needed to be discussed. 
 

 
 

22/118 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
Mr Thackray addressed the Council on the traffic survey.  He thanked Council for 
inviting all residents to respond to the report.  He advised that a semi-informal 
group had been formed and had delivered posters to London Road and Post Street 
which had resulted in 48 responses.  The group were keen to see what this would 
result in to bring forward ideas to the Council.    The general wish was for the 
group to attend a public meeting in September and show where various responses 
had come from.  Mr Thackray advised that the responses received showed that a 
lot of people wanted the bridge between Huntingdon and Godmanchester to be 
shut in one form or another.  However, not being traffic engineers themselves, or 
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having traffic engineers on the Council, the Council may wish to consider 
employing traffic engineers in due course 
 
The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 
  
22/119 CASUAL VACANCY 
Mrs Fiona Caldwell addressed the Council and advised that she was originally from 
London and had been working with the Foreign Office for over 10 years which 
sparked her interest in the vacancy because of intergovernmental issues.  She has 
recently come back from Ukraine having worked in the Donbas region for four 
years monitoring the conflict in that area. She had been a reservist with Military 
Intelligence (and had signed the Official Secrets Act) but given it up because of 
travelling.  Since resigning from the Foreign Office, she now has her own business, 
dog walking and house sitting.  Fiona advised she was looking to offer what she 
could because of her knowledge and experience of policy issues and protocols.  
She has lived in the Town for two months and would leave it up to the Council 
regarding which Portfolio she should support, having transferrable skills in many 
areas.  She had not previously been involved in local communities but had dealt 
with good governance and local elections in a work capacity and was thus aware 
of the challenges and how to approach because of that work.  Fiona commented 
that Godmanchester was a brilliant place and she had been asking locals lots of 
questions about challenges which could be addressed.  It was pointed out that the 
Town Council was at the other end of the scale when compared to the 
government departments that she had worked for.  Finally, she advised that she 
was not a cyclist, so either walked or drove her car. 
 
Mr Thomas Norman then addressed the Council.  He was standing as candidate as 
he thought he would be a knowledgeable Councillor who currently does a lot of 
charity work: he volunteers for Huntingdon Community Fridge, combatting food 
waste; he also volunteers at Diamond Hampers and helps to deliver food 
packages.  In July, they provided 6,366 meals to vulnerable families which 
required lots of knowledge and skills to work as a team.  As a Town Councillor, 
Thomas would like to help make Godmanchester a better place - for example, 
helping to resolve the vandalism problems at the skatepark by getting involved 
with the local community to see if they could come up with ideas.  Thomas lives in 
Huntingdon, and also works for the Round Table as a PA and Social Media 
Secretary.    He advised that he had stood – unsuccessfully – for one of the 
Huntingdon Town Council vacancies. He does not drive, but generally walks.   
 

 

22/120 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR advised that most of the items would be covered in Portfolio reports;  
Cllr RADFORD advised the town trail project is currently on the back burner. 

 
 

 
 

22/121 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR and TOWN CLERK explained the correspondence that had been 
received. 
 

 
 
 

22/122 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
22/122.1 The list of payments were approved.  The MAYOR asked that 
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) were approached regarding the split of 
Council Tax for the Town Hall – currently on a room-by-room basis - and asked if 
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that should be revised. 
22/122.2 Receipt of salary information, petty cash reconciliation to 31 July, 
monthly budget report on the year to date, and monthly bank reconciliation were 
noted. 
 

Cllrs Radford 
and Taplin 

22/123 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr Simpson proposed that the Council agree the recommendation of the Land 
Ownership Advisory Panel to instruct Roythornes to advise HDC that they (HDC) 
are considered to be in breach of Public Law with regard to riverbank 
maintenance. This would be followed with a request to meet HDC.  The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr HYAMS name had been left off the attendance list, for which Cllr SIMPSON 
apologised.  The TOWN CLERK advised that only the Business Portfolio had been 
distributed with details of Fiona Caldwell’s CV.  Cllr SIMPSON advised some minor 
amendments to Portfolio Group responsibilities, with CCTV liaison moved to 
Property, and Police moved to Business.  The MAYOR passed his thanks on to Cllr 
HLADKIWSKYJ for his work on the division of responsibilities, the MAYOR 
confirmed that he was honoured to be the Council’s Armed Forces Champion with 
regard to supporting the Cambridgeshire Armed Forces Covenant. 
 

 
 

Town Clerk 

22/124 PLANNING REPORT 
Cllr PAULEY presented the paper; with the recommendation the TOWN CLERK 
would send the responses to HDC.  The MAYOR advised that the land east of 
Cardinal West was a parcel which was originally zoned to be light industrial or 
business, but the developers could not find any takers, and therefore the Council 
had to accept 59 additional new houses on the area.  Hence, the recommendation 
for 22/00050/s73 stands by our previous comments.  The proposal was seconded 
by Cllr SIMPSON; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr PAULEY advised of items to note. 
 

• New quotes are required for the gates at Judith’s Field. 

• TTRO on Post Street to go ahead for essential work. (The MAYOR advised 
that he noted that there would be work on the A14 between Brampton 
and Thrapston roundabouts, with both lanes out of use at night weekdays 
only in September and October.) 

• Cllr PAULEY invited Councillors to come along to the car boot sale on 
Saturday and visit the TSWG. 

 
The portfolio were reviewing of LHI bid for yellow lines along London Road in the 
light of a number of recent objections; Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) were 
about to make a final decision shortly.  Reading back over previous paperwork, 
CCC had initially felt it was not the best route to go down.  There was considerable 
discussion over the pros and cons of the proposal including: the impact on traffic 
speed; the possibility of displacing on-road parking to other streets;  the fact that 
the proposals essentially covered access to drives;  the failure of the chicane at 
the south end of the area; and the potential effect of a blanket 20mph speed limit. 
Cllr RADFORD asked whether the Council had enough time to discuss this within 
the CCC deadline and requested an extraordinary meeting if not prior to the 
September meeting. 

 
Town Clerk 
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22/125 ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
Cllr HOOKER advised that there were no decisions to be made but advised the 
Queen’s Walk play equipment proposal would have to go through the formal 
tender procedure which includes advertising on contract finder.  
 
A 4m tall Fastigiate Oak has been located which could be planted as the delayed 
‘Jubilee Oak’, at a cost in the region of £260 plus delivery. It was agreed that this 
could be delivered to the Nursery and stored there until planted. Cllr HYAMS 
advised that a number of leylandii trees had been butchered in the school grounds 
adjacent to the Premier Shop.  Cllr VANE PERCY recommended the Town Council 
request that the school replant with some appropriate trees.  The MAYOR 
recommended that the Environment Portfolio could discuss and write to the 
school and ask if they would be replacing any trees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 

 
22/126 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD advised there were 5 items to note: anti-social behaviour at Judith’s 
Field – this should be reported to Cambridgeshire Police; an order has been placed 
with Expression Media for the hearing loops for Judith’s Field and QES; the Council 
has been in touch with the architect, Mr Henry Freeland about the appointment of 
a Quantity Surveyor for the Town Hall refurbishment; the footpath/patio at the 
rear of the Pavilion had been discussed (the TOWN CLERK reminded Councillors 
that the freeholders would need to give permission for such an extension); and 
The MAYOR and Cllr RADFORD had visited Judith’s Field to identify a suitable wall 
to be painted for the HGTA Arts Festival.  The only one identified was the 
skatepark front wall, albeit was rather small and low-down; it was agreed to avoid 
the kickwall as this was used by a local artist.  Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ asked if the Town 
Hall QS would be employed or contracted, and Cllr RADFORD confirmed that they 
would be contracted.  Cllr PAULEY mentioned the Police had provided a link to 
report vandalism, and it was agreed that this could be shared, and it was on the 
website and social media already.  A number of Councillors observed that Police 
frequently did not attend minor incidents that did not involve personal injury. 
 

 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the 
business, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting. 

 

 

22/127 CASUAL VACANCY 
It was agreed that Council would wait to meet the other candidates at the 
September meeting before making a decision. 
 

 
 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the Press 
and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 

 

 

The meeting ended 20.30.  
 


