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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
TOWN HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 16 JUNE 2022 

 
Chair:   Cllr R TAPLIN (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  A HOOKER; C HYAMS; P IRVING; Mrs D MICKELBURGH; P MORGAN; Mrs K PAULEY; 

Mrs M RADFORD; Miss E SAUNDERS; Mrs S SIMPSON and J YOUNG 
 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
Mace Bearer: Mr M WILLIAMS 
 
There were five members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES 
 

Action 

  
22/83 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr S CONBOY – work commitment  
Cllr J HLADKIWSKYJ – work commitment 
Cllr VANE PERCY - holiday 
 

  

22/84 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr HOOKER – Godmanchester Football and Sports Association Trust 
Cllr RADFORD – Grant Application (as a private resident) for litter picking 
equipment. 
 

 

22/85 MINUTES 
The MAYOR submitted as a correct record the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 19 May 2022.  Cllr RADFORD proposed approval and Cllr PAULEY 
seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 

 

22/86 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MAYOR welcomed all the new councillors to first full meeting having 
experienced their first portfolio meetings the week prior.  The MAYOR advised 
that, unfortunately, Cllrs Wilson and Worthington had both resigned and could 
not be persuaded otherwise.  Cllrs CONBOY and HLADKIWSKYJ had offered to re-
join the Business Portfolio Group and Cllr RADFORD proposed the change to the 
group and the proposal was seconded by Cllr MORGAN; the majority were in 
favour and it was so resolved.  The MAYOR was delighted to report that Cllrs 
PAULEY and SIMPSON had been elected as Chair to their respective Portfolio 
Groups. 
 
The MAYOR advised of a busy month having attended various events including; an 
RAF Molesworth briefing, opening of the new buildings at Godmanchester 
Community Nursery, and attended the film showings to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.  The MAYOR wished to congratulate Cllr RADFORD for all her 
hard work in bringing the cinema event to fruition after a lot of perseverance and 
for all those Councillors and staff who had supported her.  The Mill Steps Fish Pass 
project had now been completed and was a huge improvement to the area and 
would continue to improve once the planting had established.  
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The MAYOR and his Mayoress had pleasure in visiting all the Open Gardens in the 
Town the previous weekend and was pleased to announce that the event raised 
over £1,000 which would be split between GiB and the Ukrainian Refugee Appeal. 
(Post Meeting Note: Godmanchester in Bloom raised over £2,500 which will be 
divided between ‘Huntingdonshire Help for Ukraine’ and Godmanchester in Bloom 
to continue their work and projects in the Town). 
 
22/87 PRESENTATION OF FORMER MAYORS BADGE 
It was with regret that the MAYOR was unable to present Cliff Thomas with his 
former Mayor’s Badge as regrettably both he and his wife were unwell.  The 
MAYOR had expressed his commiserations and offer of help.  It was hoped that 
the presentation would take place later. (Post Meeting Note: Mr Thomas has now 
collected his Former Mayor’s Badge from the Town Clerk). 
 

 

22/88 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
The MAYOR welcomed the public to the meeting. 
 
Mr and Mrs Chesser of 35 Ravenshoe expressed their concern over the new 
development near their property (along the A1198) which had jeopardised their 
privacy due to the removal of some trees.  They had also encountered rats since 
the work had commenced.   Mrs Chesser asked whether a new fence would be 
erected on their side to reinstate their privacy.  The MAYOR advised that the 
matter would be discussed by the Planning Portfolio Group. 
 
Mr Adam Bright of 12 Crowhill discussed the anti-social behaviour at the 
skatepark and pump track.  Mr Bright had noticed a significant decline in respect 
for the area since Jason Emery had ceased his lessons at the skatepark.  Mr Bright 
advised that he had no affiliation with Mr Emery but was aware that the lessons 
had stopped due to the Council introducing charges for use of their land.  He 
wished to be involved in any alternative options which may be considered.  The 
MAYOR advised that the charges only equate to £4.62 per week for two days 
usage.  The matter would be considered by Council. 
 
Cllr YOUNG wished to put on record his thanks to the Councillors and their other 
halves for the support of the Jubilee Concert at St Marys.  It had been a successful 
event and £1,400 had been raised for Ukraine. 
 
Cllr RADFORD echoed the MAYOR’s comments by thanking all those who had 
assisted with the outdoor cinema to mark the Queen’s Jubilee. 
 
The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 
 

 

22/89 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR advised that most of the items would be covered in Portfolio reports.  
However, the following items were raised; 
 
The TOWN CLERK updated the Council on the land ownership registration with 
Solicitors, Roythornes. The Land Registry had cancelled the Council’s first 
registration application and the Council would need to reapply. 
 
Previous Councillors, Sue Worthington and Cliff Thomas had been heavily involved 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
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in complex work in ascertaining whether HDC or the Town Council were the 
rightful owners of the recreation land.  The MAYOR recommended and proposed 
that Council agree to Mrs Worthington and Mr Thomas continuing with their work 
on this matter.  The majority were in favour and it was so resolved.    
 
The TOWN CLERK confirmed that the work on the Swimming Steps would 
commence soon but the delay had been caused by Breheny having to reapply for 
a licence in the Town Council’s name. 
 
Cllr MORGAN requested that Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) carried out the 
remainder of their works on the Chinese Bridge in low season and not in the 
Summer holidays.  The TOWN CLERK would make some enquiries and report back. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk  
22/90 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR ran through the list of correspondence. 
 

 
 
 

22/91 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Unfortunately, due to a work commitment, Cllr CONBOY was not able to attend 
the meeting and it was suggested to defer the item.  However, Cllr MICKELBURGH 
advised that HDC had made a new Administration Committee and had had their 
first meeting that day.  They would be prioritising housing, working better with 
Town Councils, and pushing for environmental improvements.  Cllr MICKELBURGH 
would circulate the report to the Council.  The Council congratulated Cllr 
MICKELBURGH on her position as the new DMC Chair of Planning (see attached 
report). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr 
Mickelburgh 

22/92 COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Cambridgeshire County Cllr Graham Wilson had circulated a report to the Council 
prior to the meeting. 
Cllr Wilson highlighted the following points;  

• Flooding Risks 

• Local Highways Improvement Bids for 20mph in various towns/villages 

• London Road Double Yellow Lines LHI bid 

• Meeting with CCC Policy Manager had been moved to July.  Cllr Wilson 
asked that the Council considered the detailed report once it was 
available and to ensure their views were passed to him before the 
meeting in July (actual date to be advised) 

• Consultation on CCC Transport Strategy 

• Civil Parking Enforcement – HDC was proposing to take over parking 
enforcement but required road markings to be in good state of repair first. 
It was the intention that CCC would make sure they are in good repair.  
This would hopefully come out of next year’s budget. 

• Chinese Bridge Maintenance – Cllr Wilson would feedback the Town 
Council’s comments to the Structures Manager at CCC regarding the 
additional work in the Summer. 

 
Cllr HYAMS highlighted the change of the speed limited on the A1307 to 40mph 
which would be implemented at 5pm from 20 June.  CCC would not take over the 
responsibility until National Highways have it in fit a state.  Cllr WILSON was 
unable to advise when that would be. 
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The MAYOR thanked Cllr Wilson for his report and asked for his best wishes to be 
passed onto his wife (former Councillor, Mrs Sarah Wilson) for all her Council work 
over the years. 
 
22/93 ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
Cllr HOOKER recommended that the TOWN CLERK investigate the requirements 
for a potential land swap being considered at West Side Common car park (instead 
of receiving some from East Side Common).  The adjacent field, owned by the 
Huntingdon Freemen was the ideal site to increase the size of the Cemetery which 
would probably be full within 40 years. The Council could potentially gain a strip to 
run the Cemetery’s length and the width to achieve the area of the parcel of land 
under consideration. The proposal was seconded by Cllr MORGAN; all were in 
favour and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr HOOKER reminded Council that the two contractors (Grays Surfacing and 
Camline Cambridge Ltd) had already been agreed on to fulfil the improvements to 
the car park at Judith’s Field.  Approval for work have been received from Judith’s 
Field Trust which would now enable the Council to progress the project with the 
contractors.  The TOWN CLERK would be the first point of contact but Cllr HOOKER 
would deal with contractor queries. 
 
Cllr HOOKER reported that at point of installation, Skyworld had been rotated by 
one facet around its axis to better align the equipment.  When this was brought to 
the attention of the TOWN CLERK, as Proper Officer, she had advised Cllr HOOKER, 
on the day before the equipment was due to be installed, not to rotate/move the 
frame from its original planning permission location because he had no authority 
to change the plan which had previously been put forward to Council and that 
Council had originally agreed.  Cllr HOOKER should have advised the Council that 
the Contractor had suggested rotating the equipment when the pads were being 
laid.  The TOWN CLERK sought advice from HDC on the same day to which their 
response was; ‘If the installation goes ahead tomorrow, it should be in accordance 
with the approved plans. Development not in accordance with the approved plans 
is carried out at your own risk. I do appreciate you are looking to remedy the 
concerns of your neighbours and it is with that in mind my recommendation would 
be to delay the installation until such time as planning permission is in place for 
the desired scheme’.   Cllr HOOKER advised that such a delay would have incurred 
additional costs and delayed the installation of the equipment by a considerable 
period. He had contacted HDC requesting a Retrospective Planning Application but 
had yet to receive one.  Cllr HOOKER recommended that Council agree to the new 
location and for the TOWN CLERK to provide HDC with a drawing of the original 
and new location of Skyworld.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr HYAMS; the 
majority were in favour and it was so resolved.  
 
The Council discussed Cllr HOOKER’s recommended wording for the Skyworld 
signage.  There would be one sign facing the Chinese Bridge, with two green 
powdered coated steel poles (£280.00 plus VAT).  The following text was 
proposed; Please use responsibly and do not take risks  The majority were in 
favour and it was so resolved. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr HOOKER  
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22/94 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD explained that two quotes had been received for three-year 
contracts for Christmas lighting in the Town.  Cllr RADFORD recommended that 
Council approved the quote from our current contractors, Merlin Lighting.  The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr SIMPSON; all were in favour and it was so resolved.  
The Town Council would be asked for their comments on the motifs if time 
allowed. 
 

 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 

22/95 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
The MAYOR congratulated the Nursery on their income this month.  Council 
approved the Accounts Payable and the Cash Reconciliation.  The list of payments 
had been emailed to Cllrs Conboy and Radford for approval and authorisation. 
 
The TOWN CLERK advised that due to the recent Councillor resignations, three 
new Bank signatories were required.  Cllrs HOOKER, SAUNDERS and SIMPSON 
agreed to be added to the system and would require clearance and training. 
 

 
 

Cllrs Conboy 
and Radford 

 
 

Town Clerk 

22/96 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr SIMPSON presented the Business Report to Council and requested decisions 
on the following items; 
 
Recommendation to agree the perusal application for HDC CIL funding Round 1 
22/23 for a polytunnel and watering system for the Nursery in the region of 
£40,000.  Further details to be provided in the July meeting.  The proposal was 
seconded by Cllr PAULEY; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
A nomination/approval for a representative to join the Crimestoppers group was 
required.  The TOWN CLERK would circulate the details and anyone interested was 
advised to contact Cllr SIMPSON. 
 
Recommendation to agree to support the CCC Armed Forces Covenant Initiative 
and to invite a speaker to the next meeting.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
GRICE; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Recommendation to continue allowing Godmanchester (formerly Porch) Museum 
to use the QES for free 6 weekends a year.  However, the Council would make a 
charge when the Museum charged for their events.  This would be at the normal 
weekend rate for the small hall in the QES for the duration of the event.  This 
arrangement would continue for the lifetime of the current Council only.  The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr GRICE; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Recommendation to accept the quote from Cambridge Alarms to install additional 
CCTV at Judith’s Field; to include ad hoc viewing of footage by the supplier.  The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr RADFORD; all were in favour and it was so 
resolved. 
 
Recommendation to approve the Grant Application for Godmanchester Litter 
Pickers for £128.41.  The money was required to purchase litter pickers and bag 
hoops.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr HOOKER; all were in favour and it was 
so resolved. 
 

 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 

 
Town Clerk 

 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
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Recommendation to refuse the request by the Senior Citizens for an additional 6 
free days per year use of the QES due to clashes with the weekends booked by 
Godmanchester (Porch) Museum.  It was felt that the Senior Citizens would save a 
significant amount on utilities once they moved to the QES and were no longer 
responsible for those costs at the Town Hall; in addition they had been offered the 
use of Judith’s Field Pavilion on those days when there was a clash with the 
Museum.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr MORGAN; the majority were in 
favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Recommendation to accept the quote submitted by Drayton Estates for 

groundworks at Nursery.  NRG’s quote had previously been accepted but, due to 

delays in Council’s decision, they could no longer accommodate the work.  The 

proposal was seconded by Cllr PAULEY; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 

 
The MAYOR read out the Council’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) and asked for Council to agree or otherwise to each section of the 
document; which it did.  The MAYOR then signed the document.  
 
Recommendation to refuse the Grant Application made by the Godmanchester 
Football and Sports Association Trust for the sum of £50,000.  It was felt that the 
request was too large to consider, the Council having only a modest grants 
budget.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr YOUNG; the majority were in favour 
and it was so resolved. 
 

 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 

 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 

22/82 PLANNING REPORT 
Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council approved the recommendations for the five 
planning applications as outlined in the Portfolio Planning report.  The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr SIMPSON; the majority were in favour and it was so 
resolved.   
 
Cllr PAULEY proposed that Council reject application 21/02214/FUL, by Woolpack 
Fisheries Cow Lane Godmanchester for two lodges.  Concerns were raised about 
the effects on the open countryside, local wildlife, noise, change of environment 
and access for emergency services.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr YOUNG; 
the majority were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 
The DEPUTY TOWN CLERK would submit the planning application 
recommendations to HDC. 
  
Cllr PAULEY advised that a Working Group had been set up to analyse the report 
published by Atkins following the Council’s Transport Study.  Cllr GRICE (Business), 
Cllr IRVING (Property), Cllr MICKELBURGH and both Cllrs HYAMS and PAULEY 
(Planning) would make up the group.  It was proposed that Atkins’ report be 
posted on the Council’s website with a facility for members of the public to 
comment.  The MAYOR made a request that the matter be dealt with as rapidly as 
possible, obviously under the powers the Council must deal with such matters.  
 
It was agreed that the TOWN CLERK would arrange a 30 minute meeting with 
resident, Mr J Sheppard, Cllr PAULEY and herself to discuss the Atkins report only. 
The meeting would be recorded and minuted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deputy Town 
Clerk 
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The meeting ended at 20.41  
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District Councillor Report 

Thursday 16th June 2022 – Godmanchester Council 
 

Brett, Sarah and I are delighted to be able to serve you as District councillors and 
will do that between us working as a team.  Please do let us know if you have 
any issues or concerns.   
You may be aware that Huntingdonshire District Council is now being led by a 
new joint administration.  Within this new administration each one of us have 
been appointed key roles Sarah as Executive Leader, Brett as cabinet member 
responsible for finance and resources with Debbie becoming chair of 
Development Management (Planning).  There are interesting times ahead and 
much work to do but there is a real spirit of collaboration and commitment to 
working closer with parish and town councils as well as communities. 
 

The key priorities of the new administrations are: 
- Enhancing employment opportunities and supporting businesses 

- Supporting the needs of residents 

- Improving the housing situation 

- Strengthening our communities 

- Tackling climate change and caring for the environment 

- Working together 
 

We will ensure the Council communicates regularly with residents, meaningfully 
engaging with them in the widest possible aspects of our work.  We will listen 
and respond to concerns of residents in shaping policies and prioritises. 
We expect to have to make some difficult decisions especially as we have 
already reported about our concerns on the budget and now it is our challenge 
to address. 
 
 
Cllr Debbie Mickelburgh 
District Councillor for Godmanchester, Hemingford Abbots and the Offords. 
 


