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MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 19 MAY 2022 

 
Chair:   Cllr C THOMAS (Outgoing Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; J HLADKIWSKYJ; A HOOKER; C HYAMS; P IRVING; Mrs D 

MICKELBURGH; P MORGAN; Mrs K PAULEY; Mrs M RADFORD; Miss E SAUNDERS; 
Mrs S SIMPSON; R TAPLIN; C VANE PERCY; Mrs S WILSON; Mrs S WORTHINGTON and 
J YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
Mace Bearer: Mr M WILLIAMS 
 
There were three members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES 
 

Action 

  
22/67 ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR 
The MAYOR (Cllr THOMAS) declared the meeting open. 
 
The TOWN CLERK advised that there were two seconded nominations for the 
position of Mayor; Cllr Susan SIMPSON and Cllr Dick TAPLIN.  The MAYOR (Cllr 
THOMAS) invited both candidates to provide Council with a brief outline as to why 
they felt they should receive Council’s support.  
 
The MAYOR (Cllr THOMAS) thanked both candidates for their presentations and 
invited the Council to cast their votes via a secret ballot.  The votes were counted 
by the TOWN CLERK in the presence of the MACE BEARER.  The MAYOR (Cllr 
THOMAS) announced that Cllr Richard (Dick) TAPLIN had been elected as the 
Town Mayor for 2022/23. 
 
The TOWN CLERK invited Cllr TAPLIN to make his Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office. 
 

 

22/68 TO RECEIVE TOWN MAYOR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
Cllr TAPLIN read his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

 

22/69 ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR 
The TOWN CLERK reported that the Council had received one nomination and a 
seconder for the position of Deputy Mayor; namely Cllr Colin HYAMS.  The MAYOR 
(Cllr TAPLIN) requested a vote to install Cllr HYAMS to the position of Deputy 
Mayor; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
The MAYOR invited Cllr HYAMS to make his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

 

22/70 TO RECEIVE DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF 
OFFICE 
Cllr HYAMS read his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
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The MAYOR advised that, although Revd David Busk was not able to attend the 
meeting due to another commitment, he hoped Revd Busk would be the Mayor’s 
Chaplin again for the coming year.  The MAYOR invited Cllr YOUNG to lead the 
Council in prayer, which he did. 
  

 

22/71 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr M GRICE – Holiday 
Cllr S WILSON - Holiday 
Cllr S WORTHINGTON – Work Commitment 
 

 

22/72 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
The MAYOR – 40th Anniversary Visit to Wertheim (being Huntingdon and 
Godmanchester Twinning Association (HGTA) Interim Chair and Treasurer) 
 

 

22/73 MINUTES 
The MAYOR submitted as a correct record the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 21 April 2022.  Cllr CONBOY proposed approval and Cllr 
MICKELBURGH seconded the motion; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 

 

22/74 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The MAYOR thanked the Council for the honour they had afforded him to be their 
MAYOR.  He paid tribute to the outgoing Mayor (Mr Thomas) for his leadership 
over the last 12 months.  Cllr Thomas had remained calm when faced with 
numerous legal challenges which had arisen but had been supported by an 
excellent TOWN CLERK.  The MAYOR wished Mr Thomas an enjoyable sabbatical 
and hoped to present him with his past Mayor’s Medal at a later date.  The 
MAYOR expressed his thanks to the Council for giving him the opportunity to 
stand as MAYOR again and looked forward to working with the DEPUTY MAYOR 
(Cllr HYAMS) and all the Councillors, both old and new.  The MAYOR 
acknowledged how lucky the Council were to have a proactive TOWN CLERK who 
was fully supported by her Admin team, the Town Wardens and the Nursery team.  
The MAYOR confirmed that he had nominated his wife, Nan to be his Mayoress. 
 

 
 

22/75 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
The MAYOR welcomed Mr and Mrs Thackray to the meeting. 
 
Mr Thackray wished to thank the Town Council for their work during the outgoing 
Mayor’s term and congratulated the elected MAYOR and DEPUTY MAYOR, and the 
new Councillors on their election.  The MAYOR expressed his appreciation of the 
support from all of the Town’s citizens and declared he was here to serve the 
public. 
 
The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 
 

 

22/76 POLICY REVIEW 
There were four policies which needed reviewing; Standing Orders, Financial 
Regulations, Code of Conduct (Town Council) and Code of Conduct from Local 
Government provided by Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC).  Cllr HYAMS 
proposed that all four policies be adopted on mass.  The motion was seconded by 
Cllr IRVING.  All were in favour and it was so resolved. 
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22/77 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
The MAYOR advised that the Council continued to hold the General Power of 
Competence (GPoC) which was normally exercised by the TOWN CLERK.  The 
GPoC is held by a Council when the Clerk is qualified and if over two thirds of the 
Councillors have been duly elected. 
 
New Councillors will be offered training. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Office 

22/78 CONFIRMATION OF MEMBERSHIP OF PORTFOLIO GROUPS, PERSONNEL 
COMMITTEE AND REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 
The new representatives for the Portfolio Groups had been circulated prior to the 
meeting.   
Business – Cllrs GRICE, SIMPSON, WILSON and WORTHINGON 
Environment – Cllrs HOOKER, VANE PERCY, MICKELBURGH and SAUNDERS 
Property – Cllrs CONBOY, IRVING, MORGAN and RADFORD  
Planning –  Cllrs HLADKIWSKYJ, HYAMS, PAULEY and YOUNG 
 
Personnel – The four Personnel Committee members had to be elected by the 
whole council and the Mayor is the ex-officio. 
 
Cllr CONBOY – Cllr RADFORD proposed and Cllr YOUNG seconded; 
Cllr HYAMS – Cllr VANE PERCY proposed and Cllr CONBOY seconded; 
Cllr HOOKER – Cllr MORGAN proposed and Cllr IRVING seconded; 
Cllr WORTHINGTON – Cllr YOUNG proposed and Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ seconded. All 
four were duly elected. 
 

 

22/79 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR wished Council to note that ‘Skyworld’, the new play equipment on 
the recreation ground, was proceeding well.  The structure was in situ, the safety 
matting had been finished and the Council were awaiting the safety certificate 
which should be awarded by the weekend.  The area would be tidied up and 
grassed. 
 
The MAYOR advised that due to the recent Elections, the new Council had not 
been able to meet in their Portfolio Groups yet and therefore there were no other 
updates available. 
 

 

22/80 CORRESPONDENCE 
The MAYOR reported that the Council had received a number of invitations 
including the Civic Leaders Open Day at RAF Molesworth. 
 
The MAYOR reminded Council of the 40th Anniversary of Twinning with Wertheim 
trip planned for 27-30 July.  HGTA’s Annual General Meeting was on Wednesday 8 
June and they required a decision on who would be attending.  The invitation was 
for 12 couples, six of which had already expressed their interest.  The MAYOR 
confirmed that he and the Mayoress would be attending.  Cllr HYAMS wished to 
attend with his wife and Cllr RADFORD with her husband.  The travel expenses 
would be met individually but the MAYOR and Mayoress’ costs would be covered 
by the Council.  The MAYOR would be taking a ceremonial plate (made by Trevor 
Dyer) to present to the Mayor of Wertheim.  The TOWN CLERK confirmed that 
gifts are limited to the value of £50.00, which would come out of the Twinning 

 
 
 
 
 

Mayor 
Cllr Radford 
Town Clerk 
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Budget.  {Note: Subsequently Cllr HYAMS advised that he was unable to attend} 
 
The MAYOR advised that Mr L Miller had offered, via social media, to provide a 
security service at Judith’s Field to reduce the antisocial behaviour.  The TOWN 
CLERK advised that the matter would be passed to the Business Portfolio Group 
for discussion. 
 
Cllr MORGAN reminded Council of the invitation to the St Mary’s Thanksgiving 
Service at 11.00am on 5 June.  Cllr MORGAN advised that the MAYOR was not 
required to be robed or gowned but Revd Busk had requested that the chain be 
worn. 
 
The MAYOR announced that, with the ongoing concerns regarding the cost of 
living, he had decided to support Godmanchester Food Bank as his nominated 
charity for the year, as had his predecessor.  The MAYOR hoped to have several 
fundraising events during his term including a Car Boot Sale, a Christmas Event, a 
Civic Supper, a Quiz in the New Year and, of course, the Civic Service.  The MAYOR 
advised he was open to suggestions for ways to fundraise, especially if individuals 
were happy to help organise it. 
 

 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All to note 
 

 

22/81 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
22/81.1 The NEST (pension) payment was slightly different due to additional 
personal contributions.  The TOWN CLERK advised that the invoice from A&K 
Builders was higher than quoted as the lighting and flooring changes had not been 
included. The list of payments were approved and had been emailed to Cllrs 
CONBOY and RADFORD for approval and authorisation. 
 
22/81.2 The Council noted the receipt of petty cash reconciliation to 30th April, the 
monthly budget report on the year to date, and the monthly bank reconciliation. 
 

 
 
 

Cllrs Conboy 
and Radford 

22/82 PLANNING 
Cllr MICKELBURGH proposed that Council approved the recommendations for the 
five planning applications as outlined in the Portfolio Planning report.  The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr VANE PERCY; all were in favour and it was so 
resolved.  The DEPUTY TOWN CLERK would submit the planning application 
recommendations to HDC.  
 

 
 

Deputy Town 
Clerk 

 

The meeting ended at 19.53.  
 


