
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 10 MARCH 2022 

 
Chair:   C THOMAS (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; J HLADKIWSKYJ [from 19.28]; C HYAMS; P IRVING; Mrs D MICKELBURGH; P 

MORGAN; Mrs M RADFORD; P ROUND; R TAPLIN; G WILSON; Mrs S WILSON; Mrs S 
WORTHINGTON and J YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
Mace Bearer: Not Required 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES 
 

Action 

22/29 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr HOOKER – Apologies received (prior meeting) 
Cllr MAHMOOD – None received 
Cllr VANE PERCY – Apologies received (prior engagement)  
 

 

22/30 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
No declarations of interest were made.  Nonetheless, the MAYOR confirmed that, because  
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) had formally declared in writing on a number of 
occasions that it had no interest in or responsibility for the Swimming Steps site (other 
than public safety) and recently confirmed that it would play no part in addressing any 
work that might be required or undertaken to the Site, Town councillors in attendance who 
also served HDC had no conflicting interest in the Steps Agenda item 
 

 

22/31 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:  
None 
 

 

22/32 SWIMMING STEPS SITE:  
Godmanchester Community Association (GCA) had begun work aimed at reinstating the 
Swimming Steps site in early 2021.  Evidence of technical competence had not been 
produced, the necessary licence from the Environment Agency (EA) had not been obtained 
and the work was, therefore, unauthorised.  As riparian freeholder, HDC judged the work 
to have caused a trip hazard and fenced off the site. Work was ceased.  After subsequently 
obtaining legal opinion, HDC had now stated that it has no responsibility or interest in the 
Recreation Ground or its riverbanks.   
 
In August 2021, Breheny, the current Mill Steps contractor, offered a schedule of remedial 
works to restore the Site to a safe and stable condition.  The estimate was £6,739.64 plus 
VAT. This was currently subject to a 10% increase due to inflation and did not include the 
possible cost of obtaining licences from the EA: thought to be in the region of £300. The 
total cost for the work was therefore expected to be in the region of £7750 ex-VAT, 
providing Breheny was on site at commencement.  Outline detail of the proposed works is 
at a Footnote 1 to the Minutes.  
 
The GCA had offered a contribution of £4,000 towards the remedial works.   
 
Each councillor in attendance was invited in turn to consider the situation and to advise on 
a preferred course of action.  A synopsis of the views submitted is at a Footnote 2 to the 
Minutes.  
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Cllr TAPLIN proposed that Council commission Breheny (whilst still on site) to carry out the 
required schedule of works on the Swimming Steps and to accept the contribution of 
£4,000 from GCA.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr WORTHINGTON; all were in favour, 
and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr CONBOY proposed that Council use CIL funds, not reserves, to contribute to the 
Swimming Steps remedial work. The proposal was seconded by Cllr G WILSON; all were in 
favour, and it was so resolved. 
 
 
The Mayor then outlined the immediate action that would be requested of the Town Clerk. 
Detail of this is at a Footnote 3 to the Minutes.  
 
 

22/33 RECREATION GROUND RIVERBANK AND FOOTPATH REPAIRS: 
The item was withdrawn from the Agenda but would be discussed at the next Town 
Council meeting. 
 
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the 
remainder of the business, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting. 
 
22/34 HIGH SHERIFF AWARDS NOMINATIONS: 
The MAYOR confirmed that the following individuals had been nominated by the Council 
to receive a High Sheriff Award on 30 March 2022. 
 
Joe Gilbert 
Phil Jones 
Peter Levitt 
Alan Hooker 
 
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the 
Press and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 
 
The meeting ended 19.38 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk 



FOOTNOTES 
 
Footnote 1 – Outline Scheme of Works (Breheny) 
 
The work would reinstate the bank and install some erosion protection to allow the bank to 
re- establish itself. The proposal envisages breaking up the concrete platform and using the 
concrete blocks to form the edge of the river bank.  The bank behind the blocks would be 
covered with topsoil and coir matting installed. Grass seed would be applied to the top of 
the soil bank.  
 
Footnote 2 – Synopsis of Comments by Councillors in Attendance 
 

• Disappointment that the Swimming Steps would not be fully restored. The work 
by the GCA had been carried out with good intentions.   
 

• An information board, providing history and photos of the site, displayed near to 
the Swimming Steps was suggested (subsequently ruled out).  However, this 
information could be lodged with the Godmanchester Museum (formerly Porch 
Museum) to ensure that the knowledge and history were not lost. 
 

• Concern was raised as to whether CIL expenditure should or should not be used 
for rendering the Site safe.  The MAYOR advised that legal advice had been sought 
and confirmed that maintenance of the Recreation Ground would be an 
appropriate use of CIL.  CIL was not tax-payers money and such expenditure was 
‘time limited’. Unspent funds would eventually have to be returned to HDC.   
 

• It was necessary that the remedial work should commence whilst Breheny were 
still on site as any delay would incur more expense. 
 

• A ‘without prejudice’ letter should be drafted to HDC confirming that the Town 
Council was not assuming any liability for the riverbank.  
 

• Frustration that HDC had not been forthcoming with any financial offer to support 
the remedial works. 
 

• Would the cost of the remedial works cover removal of the grass and replacing, 
and any other incidentals at the end? 
 

• A Volunteer Policy had been drafted and this would hopefully prevent similar 
situations arising in the future 

 

• The Town Council should commission the work with Breheny according to the 
schedule of works. The GCA should not be involved in this aspect 

 
Footnote 3 – Subsequent Immediate Actions 
 
The Town Clerk is asked write immediately to Breheny asking them to undertake the work 
outlined in the schedule they have provided at a cost of circa £7000 ex-VAT and asking 
them to obtain the necessary licences from the EA, which may incur additional cost. 
 
The Town Clerk is also requested to draft letters to: 
 
The Community Association – accepting its good-will contribution of £4000 toward the 
Breheny schedule of works, licensed by the EA, to render the Swimming Steps site in a safe 
condition. This work would be commissioned and managed by the Town Council without 
prejudice. 



HDC - informing it that, on behalf of the occupants of Godmanchester and the surrounding 
area, and without prejudice, the Town Council is commissioning a schedule of work 
detailed by Breheny and agreed by the EA to restore the Swimming Steps site to a safe 
condition. This in no way reflects any change in the position of Godmanchester Town 
Council that it has no responsibility for the recreation ground river banks and is not the 
riparian freeholder.  
 
The Town Clerk should consult Roythorne’s (solicitor) concerning the content of the 
proposed letter to HDC and to seek advice as to whether or not it should be signed by the 
solicitor 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 


