
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 
QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL HALL AT 19.00 ON THURSDAY 17 MARCH 2022 

 
Chair:   C THOMAS (Town Mayor)  
Councillors:  Mrs S CONBOY; J HLADKIWSKYJ; A HOOKER; C HYAMS; P IRVING; Mrs D MICKELBURGH; P 

MORGAN; Mrs M RADFORD; P ROUND; R TAPLIN; C VANE PERCY; G WILSON; Mrs S WILSON; 
Mrs S WORTHINGTON and J YOUNG 

 
Town Clerk: Ms V PRYCE 
Minute Taker: Mrs C WHITLOCK 
Mace Bearer: Mr M WILLIAMS 
 
There were two members of the public in attendance 
 

MINUTES 
 

Action 

22/35 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr R MAHMOOD – No apologies received 
Cllr J YOUNG advised that would need to leave the meeting at 7.30pm. 
 

 

22/36 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr A HOOKER – Godmanchester Community Association 
 

 

22/37 MINUTES 
The MAYOR proposed Council accept as a correct record the Minutes of the Town Council 
meeting held on 24 February 2022.  Cllr Taplin seconded the motion; all were in favour and 
it was so resolved.   
 

 

22/38 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Council held a minute’s silence as a mark of respect for the people of Ukraine. 
 
The MAYOR advised that it was the penultimate meeting of the current Council.  The Covid 
Safety team had requested that the meeting take place in the QES Hall, but the situation 
would be reviewed again prior to the April Town Council meeting. 
 
The MAYOR reminded Council that Portfolio reports were due by close of play on the 
Thursday preceding the Town Council meeting.  The Town Clerk, as Proper Officer, was 
required to check and if necessary, query any reports.  The Agenda and accompanying 
papers had to be published by 5pm on the Friday prior to the Town Council meeting.  This 
was a statutory obligation, and Council must adhere to the schedule. 
 
The MAYOR reminded the Council that menu choices and payment for the meal on 1 April 
2022, marking the 40th anniversary of Godmanchester Town Council, should be passed to 
the DEPUTY TOWN CLERK as soon as possible. 
 
The MAYOR expressed his regret that the Council would have to pass on some issues 
concerning land ownership and responsibilities to the next Council.  Huntingdonshire 
District Council (HDC) had taken legal advice and had ceased outstanding work to the 
footpath and the riverbank. The Town Council continues to commission legal investigation 
regarding ownership of the river banks and the Recreation Ground, responsibilities arising 
and riparian freehold. 
 
It was with great sadness that the MAYOR had to report the recent passing of Malcolm 
Lyons, the Chair of Huntingdon and Godmanchester Twinning Association (HGTA).  The 
MAYOR confirmed that flowers had been sent to his family on behalf of the Council.  The 
Council wished to pass on its condolences and to acknowledge all that Malcolm had done 
for the Town.  The MAYOR and DEPUTY MAYOR would be attending Malcolm’s funeral, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Portfolio 
Chairs 

 
 
 

All to note 
 
 
 
 

  All to note 



chained. 
 
22/39 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
The MAYOR welcomed two members of the public to meeting but neither wished to 
speak. 
 
The MAYOR carried out the Club 800 Draw. 
 

 

22/40 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS 
The MAYOR advised that Outstanding Actions had been reviewed by the TOWN CLERK.  
 

 

22/41 CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr TAPLIN advised that the Great Ouse Valley Trust had now changed their legal 
registered address from 1 Post Street, Godmanchester to St Ives Town Hall. 
 
The TOWN CLERK advised that a letter received from Mr P Malley regarding Betts Close 
was a matter for the police and not a planning issue, and had been forwarded accordingly. 
 

 

22/42 ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
Cllr HOOKER advised he had a number of items “to Note” in the public session. 
 

 

22/43 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS 
Council approved the Accounts Payable and the Cash Reconciliation.  The list of payments 
had been emailed to Cllrs Radford and Taplin for approval and authorisation. 
 
The TOWN CLERK confirmed that an invoice from Arthur Ibbett concerned the cost of 
servicing the Nursery ride-on lawnmower.  An invoice from Waterworx was for a separate 
handwash sink in the kitchen: a requirement for a commercial café.  The TOWN CLERK 
provided Cllr TAPLIN with overall expenditure figures for the Nursery. 
 

 
Cllrs Radford 
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22/44 BUSINESS REPORT 
Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ proposed that Council agreed the Town Show was to be hosted at the 
Nursery at no charge. The proposal was seconded by Cllr TAPLIN; the majority were in 
favour and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ proposed that Council refused an application to hold a summer 
Children’s Funfair on Judith’s Field as it would not be prudent to host such an event during 
a busy time when Council’s facilities would be in full use.  The proposal was seconded by 
Cllr RADFORD; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ proposed that Council transferred £763.48 to Godmanchester 
Community Association (GCA), being the balance from last year’s grant of £6,000 for Gala 
Day and Picnic in the Park.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr TAPLIN; the majority were 
in favour and it was so resolved.   
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Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ proposed that Council approved a 10% increase (rounded upwards to 
the nearest full pound) to the charged for the hire of all Council halls, to be implemented 
from 1 April 2022 and to be reviewed at six monthly intervals. The proposal was seconded 
by Cllr TAPLIN; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 
Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ proposed that Council reinstated its membership of Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Association of Local Councils (CAPALC) at a cost of £1,054.83.  The proposal 
was seconded by Cllr RADFORD; all were in favour and it was so resolved.   
 
The MAYOR advised that the Senior Citizens Club would meet with the TOWN CLERK and a 
number of Councillors the following week to discuss utility bills and a potential move to 
the QES.   
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22/45 USE OF LAND POLICY 
The Council had previously agreed to charge organised groups using Town Council land 
where participants have to pay to take part, but had postponed introducing the charges 
during the pandemic. Cllr Worthington proposed that the Council should start to charge 
from 1st April 2022 and presented a list of proposed charges. The proposal, including 
charges, was seconded by Cllr RADFORD and was agreed.  
 
Cllr Worthington presented minor amendments to the Town Council’s Use of Land Policy.  
The Policy would also house an annex detailing the charges for commercial use, which 
would allow the Council to update annually if required.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr 
MORGAN; all were in favour and it was so resolved.  
 
22/46 VOLUNTEER POLICY 
Cllr Worthington presented a draft policy on volunteering, to cover volunteering on all 
Town Council property and land except the Nursery which would have separate 
arrangements. Under the policy all volunteering would have to be authorised by the 
Council in advance and risk assessments and any other necessary requirements, including 
insurance, in place. Cllr Worthington proposed that the draft policy be approved, the 
proposal was seconded by Cllr G Wilson and it was so resolved. 
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22/47 PROPERTY REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD wished the Council to note that she and Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ had met with 
Morse Security and ADT regarding increasing the surveillance at Judith’s Field.  Morse 
Security’s quote had been received but the one from ADT was still outstanding.  
Unfortunately, no update would be available until the next Town Council meeting. 
 

 

22/48 JUBILEE EVENT REPORT 
Cllr RADFORD advised and thanked GCA who had provided her with details of a toilet hire 
supplier who would charge £150 for two unisex toilets.   The cost of St Johns Ambulance 
services would not be more than £130 and flags had cost £90.  The cost of the ancillaries 
would total £430.00 and would be split equally by the Town Council and Cross Key Homes.  
The entertainer providing music before the cinema required a stage but would provide 
their own PA system.  Council was not required to make a resolution on the item, only to 
note as the spend was within the allocated budget. 
 

 

22/49 PLANNING 
Cllr MICKELBURGH proposed that Council approved the recommendations for planning 
applications as outlined in the Portfolio Planning report.  The proposal was seconded by 
Cllr HYAMS; the majority were in favour and it was so resolved.  The DEPUTY TOWN CLERK 
would submit planning application recommendations. 
 
Cllr HYAMS felt that more information was required on the Judith’s Field Permissive 
Footpaths in preparation for the new Council.   After a discussion, the MAYOR noted that 
Council was minded to agree to defer the item until the next meeting, allowing further 
opportunity to review the detail. 
 
Cllr MICKELBURGH proposed that Council approved the following street names for the 
Dexter’s Farm Development; these would be submitted to HDC.   
 
Dexters Close/Drive  - the majority were in favour, and it was so resolved 
 
Badgers Close - the majority were in favour, and it was so resolved 
 
Ash Tree Close – all were in favour, and it was so resolved 
 
Muntjac Close – the majority were against and the motion was denied. 
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Cllr G WILSON requested that comments on the Atkins draft Transport Plan should reach 
him by noon on Friday 18 March. 
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PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND 
PUBLIC: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the 
business, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting. 
 

 

22/50 ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
Cllr HOOKER proposed that Council approved the quote from Steelway Fensecure to 
supply green powder-coated finish pentagon fencing for the Catalpa Aura (the tree which 
would be adjacent to Skyworld) at a cost of £731 plus VAT (supply only).  Council staff 
would instal.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr ROUND; all were in favour and it was so 
resolved. 
 
Cllr HOOKER proposed that Council accepted the quote from Steelway Fensecure for a 
self-closing gate for Queens Walk play area, on a supply only agreement, at a cost of 
£532.00 plus VAT.   Both items would be delivered under one carriage charge of £150.00.  
The proposal was seconded by Cllr MORGAN; all were in favour and it was so resolved. 
 
Cllr HOOKER proposed that Council accepted a quote for marking the Judith’s Field car 
parking lines from Camline Cambridge Ltd at £550.00 plus VAT and groundworks quote 
from Grays Surfacing at £16,750.00 plus VAT. Both payments would come from CIL.  Cllr 
HYAMS had concerns over a possible lack of space between the disabled parking bay and 
the location of the bicycle rack.  Cllr HOOKER and Cllr HYAMS were to have a site meeting 
to assess the situation.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr RADFORD; the majority were in 
favour and it was so resolved.   
 

 
 
 
 
Town Office 

 
 
 

 
 

Town Office 
 
 
 
 

Cllrs Hooker 
and Hyams 

GROUNDWORKS FOR NURSERY 
Cllr HLADKIWSKYJ confirmed that three quotes had been received for paving at the 
Nursery.  Cllr TAPLIN noted that one quote implied that the client would supply the slabs 
whereas this appeared not to be the case with the other quotes.  As clarification was 
required, the item was deferred to the next Town Council meeting. 
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22/51 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
The TOWN CLERK confirmed that Lucy Smith had been offered and accepted the part-time 
role of Administration Officer and Nathan Feasby had accepted the Nursery 
Assistant/Volunteer Co-ordinator role.  Both would be joining the Council staff in April. 
 
Cllr WORTHINGTON advised that the Personnel Committee would be meeting on 
Wednesday 23 March at 12pm when, amongst other things, a decision on whether the 
National Pay Award for 2021/22 of 1.75% would be reviewed.  If approved the increase 
would be backdated. 
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PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC.  To resolve that the confidential business having been concluded, the Press 
and Public be re-admitted to the meeting. 
 

 

The meeting ended 20.25  

 


