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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF GODMANCHESTER

SKYWORLD —
PLANNING PLAY FOR THE FUTURE

An multi feature climbing installation designed and coloured to blend into its surroundings, capable of holding
100 children and not damaged by flood water. A Town Council project designed to complement the Community
Associations Gala Week activities, positioned at the far end of the Recreation Ground to accommodate Gala Day
stalls and picnic gazebos. Not forgetting the rest of the year when the kids want a day out to burn some energy.
Planned for installation around May 2021.

YOUTH TOWN
COUNCIL
JOINS GTC
COUNCILLORS
VIA ZOOM

QUEEN’S WALK ADULT GYM

A full body workout in walking distance from the Town Hall, with no
membership fees. Installed in 2020 with the final piece, a wheelchair/
mobility scooter user friendly unit, to be installed February 2021.
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We were delighted to have our Youth
Councillors join us at our Full Council
meeting this month to hear about their
work and why the have volunteered in
this role. They have enjoyed making
a difference in the Town and speaking
up to raise issues that affect our
Town’s young people. We are keen to
welcome some new youth councillors
to our monthly term-time (virtual)
meetings. If you are a young person
11-23 years and interested in finding
more, please contact the Town Clerk
townclerk@gmccouncil.com.

CLLR DICK TAPLIN

First, on behalf of the Godmanchester Town Council, may we wish you a Happy
and Healthy New Year, along with the hope that this current COVID-19 crisis might
soon be behind us. Because of the pandemic, the Town Council has had to change
its means of operation. In common with most organisations, we have moved to online meetings via Zoom, and spend more time on the telephone and on email.
However, these changes do not mean that we have been idle, and the purpose of
this leaflet is to advise you of some of the major projects that we are undertaking
on your behalf over the past 9 months – while completion of some has had to be
delayed, we have used this time to plan, seek funding and let contracts for many
others.
Some of these projects have come from your ideas – Willow Walk, the Adult
exercise equipment and Judith’s Field toilets, for example, whilst others have been
developed in-house. If you have any ideas for Town improvements, please let us
know by contacting townclerk@gmccouncil.com, or any of the councillors.

GODMANCHESTER
FLOODS

Over the Christmas period we had

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

As COVID safety requirements meant the cancellation of our Christmas
Market, the Town Council decided to contribute towards Godmanchester’s
Festival of Lights.
Working alongside local groups and organisations in Godmanchester, the aim
of the festival was to light up the town and raise spirits during this unusual
COVID Christmas. With contributions from the churches, Godmanchester
In Bloom, the Community Association, the Museum and Comrades Club,
there was plenty to see and enjoy over the Christmas period.
In addition to the annual lights along the Causeway and the familiar
Christmas tree, the Town Council decided on having a light show on School
Hill. Produced by a local Huntingdon firm, the spectacular animated display
of video and festive messages was projected on the walls of the town office,
bringing the building to life over the holiday period. Many people stood out
in all weathers to view and enjoy the presentations and the Council received
many messages of thanks directly and via social media for which we are
very grateful. We hope that as a result we were able to bring a little light to
some very dark times.

exceptional rainfall and, for the first time
in around 20 years, residents’ experienced
surface water and river flooding in homes.
The extensive flood defences were called
upon for the first time ‘in anger’ and worked
as hoped. We are all now working together
as elected local councillors and officials from
the various local authorities to find ways to
address the issues for a better longer-term
solution.
We want to ensure that anything that can
be done to reduce the likelihood of anyone
being flooded is done.
We very much hope that all residents in
the river flood zone have now signed up
for the early flood alert system from the
Environment Agency and have taken steps to
prepare themselves should the unthinkable
happen.
We will be working together with local
councils to look at what else can be done to
respond to emergency situation in the Town
including a Town Emergency Plan.
We would like to acknowledge the amazing
responses from those residents who came to
each other’s aid and helped neighbours and
friends – what an amazing community we
have.
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JUDITH’S FIELD MULTI WHEEL FUN TRACK

GODMANCHESTER
COMMUNITY NURSERY
DEFIBRILLATORS

We are pleased to announce that
fully automatic IPAD defibrillators
are being installed, with 24/7 Public
access, outside Council facilities at
the Community Nursery, School Hill
and Judith’s Pavilion.

We haven’t let lockdowns get in the way, although they certainly have meant
we’ve had to make some temporary changes. To keep everyone safe we have
closed, reopened, and closed again! Behind closed doors, we have been able to
install our new polytunnel ready to grow this year’s produce.
Having secured a major grant, we’re out to tender for a ‘temporary’ structure that
will fit comfortably with the surroundings and provide a new community space.
We’re also doing some tidying up work to trees and areas which we’d like to
bring back into use. It’s all go and we can’t wait to welcome you back

The skatepark opened in 2018 and has been a great
success right up to the recent lockdown when the
guidelines have meant we have had to close it. The
skatepark has been so busy and well used that we
are now planning a new Multi Wheel Fun Track
adjacent to it on the unused bumpy ground of the
old BMX track that used to be here in the 1980s.

JUDITH’S
FIELD
TODDLERS
PLAY AREA
UPGRADE
Plans are being made to
enhance and expand this
facility during 2021 to cater
for the increasing toddler
population. If you have any
suggestions for what type
of equipment, we should
be looking at contact via
townclerk@gmccouncil.com.
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There are training packages available
for each site and, when Covid
restrictions allow, we will make these
available.
The Godmanchester First Responder,
Neil Mackie, will be assisting us
in registering and maintaining the
equipment.
We will hopefully announce that they
are up and running very soon.

We have asked a number of specialist pump track
companies to produce designs and we hope to appoint
a contractor in the next month. The new track will
be challenging for keen BMXers and scooterists
but also suitable for the very youngest to try out
their balance bikes in safety. A great family venue!

NEW TOILETS FOR
JUDITH’S FIELD

Judith’s Field is a very popular place for families to enjoy themselves but
until now there has been no toilet. This is about to be rectified. A new toilet
block with attached store room is about to built close to the skatepark and
near the pavilion. This will be a state of the art facility with full access for the
disabled and nappy changing. As soon as the district council grant planning
approval, building will start hopefully in the next few weeks.

THE OSIER BEDS

‘A PLACE WHERE WILLOWS ARE
GROWN FOR BASKET MAKING’

WILLOW WALK
By necessity walkers on the Recreation Ground during
the silt spreading period had to use this path, normally
overgrown with nettles. In the summer, a tarmac and chip
wheelchair path will be created up to the pollarded willows
for all weather access.

The Osier Beds have been an important part of Godmanchester
since Saxon times. Unfortunately over the past few decades they
have been left untended with chest high nettles hiding deadwood
from the many dying and dead trees. Over the past few years
the Town Council have been contracting to have the large dead
obstructions removed, Godmanchester in Bloom have planted
mixed indigenous hedging and the Godmanchester Volunteer
group have been clearing ground level dead wood in readiness
for a Council re planting programme about to start in the next
couple of months. We have 10 Black poplar saplings resting in
the nursery awaiting planting and provided the Environment
portfolio with funds to plant marginal plants and bullrushes in
locations to be viewed from the 2 bridges spanning the sluices.
The Town Council is striving to create a balanced ecosystem
leaving log piles to create habitats for invertebrates which in
turn provide food for birds, bats and other animals.
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