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NEWSLETTER November 2019

A MESSAGE FROM CLLR. DICK TAPLIN
THE MAYOR OF GODMANCHESTER

I have been in post for just over 3 months, and am still reeling from so much to 
learn and do. Fortunately, I have great support from my fellow councillors and the 

new Town Clerk and her staff, and also my predecessor, Councillor Sarah Conboy.
We remain in times of change and innovation. Romans’ Edge is growing, and our community will 
soon reach over 10,000 residents, for whom we need to provide services and facilities for leisure 
and recreation. We have just opened the new Skatepark at Judith’s Field, now constantly used 
by the young from throughout the town. The Property Portfolio is managing the refurbishment 
of the Judith’s Field Pavilion which is due to open in November 2019 and will provide a superb 
meeting space for the community and - we hope - become the ‘location of choice’ for parties and 
celebrations for the whole town. We are improving lighting and CCTV there to provide a safe and 
enjoyable location throughout the year. Looking to the future, we are planning to install public 
toilets at Judith’s Field and to replace LogWorld on the Recreation Ground.
The Environment Portfolio continues to improve our green spaces, and I must compliment the 
team and its contractors on the impressive floral arrangements throughout the town. The Mill 
Steps, belonging to Huntingdon District Council (HDC), has needed improvement for some time; 
we are working with them as well as the Environment Agency and the A14 Legacy Fund to make 
extensive improvements. We are also finalising an agreement with HDC to adopt the Community 
Plant Nursery. There are many ideas as to how it should operate, but we intend to keep it on its 
current course while we assess how best to use it for the benefit of the community. 
The Christmas Market, to be held on Saturday 7 December, is being organised as a magical event 
for children, and will bring innovations, including upgrading our Christmas lights. We have the 
Civic Service on Sunday 13 October, and the Remembrance Sunday Service on 10 November, and 
we hope to see you at these events.
The forthcoming opening of the A14 bypass, and the creation of new links to the Huntingdon 
ring road, will provide fantastic environmental benefits; noise, pollution, and traffic should all be 
massively reduced. Once these changes have taken effect we will undertake a town-wide traffic 
survey to further improve the environment, managed by the Planning Portfolio which also oversees 
planning applications. My sincere thanks to all who contribute to these various work streams. We 
live in exciting times!

The Mayor Cllr Dick Taplin, drawing the winning numbers of the Club 800 lottery along 
with Cllr Alan Hooker, while Town Clerk Vicky Pryce is busy writing them down.

ENVIRONMENT GROUP NEWS
We have continued the task of maintaining 
the town’s open spaces, trees, hanging 
baskets, play equipment and hedgerows, 
and have successfully - after many years - 
resolved the issue regarding responsibility 
for the Monks Pit footpath, for the time 
being. It is now open. So is the access 
footpath from the London Road Cemetery to 
the Godmanchester Rovers football ground.
On the recreation ground a sturdy boot 
scraper has been installed next to the 
Chinese Bridge, enabling boots to be 
cleaned without the need for doing so on 
the bridge steps! 

Other projects include the replacement and 
repair of some of our rubbish bins, improving 
the Queen’s Walk street scene by relocating 
some street furniture, and installing some 
more dog poo bag dispensers. The seven 
dispensers currently in use can be found: on 
the Recreation Ground close to the sluice; 
at Judith’s Field car park; on the southern 
end of the Causeway; Betts Close; East 
Chadley Lane; Devana Park; and beside 
Godmanchester Cricket Club pavilion. 
Others are planned, including one at the 
A1198 (Romans’ Edge) entrance to Judith’s 
Field. 
Work about to be completed at Judith’s 
Field  includes a more efficient LED lighting 
system for the MUGA enclosed sports area 
and surface repairs to the play equipment. 
We are about to plant three blossoming 
trees at the London Road cemetery, and 
to introduce more landscaping and flower 
beds to brighten up the area.
Following the successful launch of the new 
skatepark, a programme of well-attended 
skateboard training courses is now available. 
These are currently subsidised by the Town 
Council through the Environment Group and 
details are available from the Town Office. 
We are now looking ahead to next year, and 
suggestions for potential improvements to 
our open spaces are always welcome.



MILL STEPS
For many years the area around the 
site of the old Water Mill at the end of 
Queens Walk on the Recreation Ground 
has been an embarrassing eyesore. The 
Town Council and Godmanchester in 
Bloom have explored numerous ways 
to improve this important area. Last year 
it was clarified that this area belongs to 
Huntingdon District Council. Encouraged 
by our town’s community groups and 
the Council, HDC successfully sought 
substantial grants from a number of 
sources both the A14 legacy fund and 
the Environment Agency. HDC and our 
Town Council have made significant 
contributions and Godmanchester in 
Bloom have also made a donation.
This funding will allow an exciting new 
project to take place that will enhance 
the whole area. Central to this is the 
installation of a Fish Pass, which will 
allow many species of fish to travel up 
and down stream at Godmanchester 
which they have not been able to do until 
now. A Community Liaison group has 
been set up to guide this project but the 
work will be managed and directed by 
HDC. 

COMMUNITY NURSERY
Several months ago we announced the 
transfer of the Park Lane Community 
Nursery to Godmanchester Town 
Council. If you have ever moved to a 

new house you will know that sometimes 
the legal processes slow down property 
transfer! However, we are now pleased 
to say that the transfer of this valuable 
asset is now moving forwards. 
Huntingdon District Council Cabinet has 
approved the transaction and indeed 
complimented to the Town Council on 
the positive way in which they have 
cooperated. The transfer of this piece 
of land now requires the approval of 
the Secretary of State, and we await his 
decision! It is hoped that the transfer will 
receive formal approval by late autumn.

The Town Council is keen that the 
nursery provides a real asset to the 
whole of our town community and, to 
that end an open meeting is planned 
for the autumn where all those who are 
interested can share their visions and 
ideas for consideration. Watch out for 
the date of this open meeting.

YOUTH COUNCIL
Godmanchester Town Council has its 
own Youth Council. Open to young 
people aged 11-23 years, it’s an 
opportunity to have your say and make 
sure we know and understand the 
aspirations of our younger residents. We 
meet monthly during term time, 6.45-
7.30pm on a Friday. Come along and get 
involved - contact The Town Clerk for 
more information.

VISIT TO SZENTENDRE
The Mayor recently attended the 30th 
anniversary celebrations of twinning 
between Szentendre (Hungary) and 
Wertheim (Germany). Godmanchester 
has been twinned with Wertheim since 
1981 (38 years), and with Szentendre 
since 1996 (23 years), the latter arising 
through our links with Wertheim. The 
mayors of the two towns signed a 
renewal charter at a folkloric ceremony in 
the Szentendre Town Hall on 19 August.

PROPERTY GROUP NEWS

At the very heart of Godmanchester is School 
Hill, which includes the Town Hall and the 
Queen Elizabeth School.  Both of these are Grade 
2 listed buildings. The Town Council endeavours 
to maintain this area and these buildings to a high 
standard with a continuing programme of repairs 
and decoration. 
We also maintain the public toilet, which is 
normally open from 8 in the morning until 8 
at night, and keep the town notice board up to 
date with the latest events and activities of local 
organisations. Since the major refurbishment 
of the Queen Elizabeth School in 2018 the new 
facilities, including a fully sprung oak floor, 
good acoustics, excellent audio visual and a full 
ventilation system, have been well used by all the 
community.
Judith’s Field remains a popular area but we 
have seen some disruption this year during 
the construction of the new skatepark and the 
renewal of the old Judith’s Field Pavilion. The 
skatepark is now finished but work to the pavilion 
will continue until early November.

Members of the Skatepark Steering Committee, (Left to right): Cllr. Peter 
Irving, Paul Flynn, Cllr. Graham Campbell, Mark Clogg of Maverick, Cllr. 
Miriam Radford, Ryan Douglas, Nathan Flynn and Carlie Campbell.

THE TEAM BEHIND THE NEW SKATEPARK

The building had not been refurbished since its 
construction in the ‘1980s and was in need of a 
full upgrade. The replacement of the old artificial 
slate roof with a metal one and the new cladding 
of the brickwork will give a new modern look. 
The exterior envelope will have much more glass 
but will also be brought up to modern standards 
of insulation to reduce its carbon footprint. The 
new building will include a high quality kitchen, 
an extended main hall and committee rooms and 
a brightly coloured interior. A serving hatch will 
enable food to be provided for outside events in 
the future. Bifold doors will give access directly 
onto the field making it an ideal venue for 
children parties.

Details of hire charges will be available from 
the Town Office and on line. There will be an 
Open Day on Saturday November 30th for all 
Gumcestrians to review the new facilities. Please 
come and take a look.

With all these new facilities at Judith’s Field the 
Council has decided to install a state of the art 
CCTV system which can monitor activity right 
across the site directly from the Town Office. It is 
hoped this work will be completed in November.

BUSINESS GROUP NEWS

The kitchen at Judith’s Field Pavilion 
nearing completion.


