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A message from Councillor Sarah Conboy, the Mayor of Godmanchester

Well, what a year! As this Council draws to a close, and with
my year as Mayor ending, its pleasing to see the significant
number of projects we have completed and to reflect they
have only been achieved by each and every Councillor and
staff member pulling together for the good of our residents.
Some of these projects have taken years to come to fruition
but finally we can share photographs of the things we have
been doing for our Town. We have refurbished the Queen
Elizabeth School and returned it back into your use: we
hope the community will enjoy using it for the next 150
years. We have also been doing the ground work for the
forthcoming refurbishment of the Judith’s Field Pavilion and
scoping out options for a skatepark.

We’ve also worked to secure your green spaces and to
maintain them: it’s a never-ending task but one where we
have done more work this year than ever. We continue to
work to keep our Town looking lovely with our Street Warden
and the staff team working hard to provide all the services
you need. We’re delighted to be working to make our Town
Dementia Friendly and to be launching a Time Bank. We now
have our Neighbourhood Plan after three years of hard work:
it’s helping to inform planning decisions here and we are
seeing some positive results. It has been a pleasure to
welcome new people to the Town as they chose to make
Godmanchester their home.
Our Youth Council team continues to meet each month during
term time. They have had a busy year supporting the Mayor
in raising money for children and young people in the Town.
They met with our local police team, the Police and Crime
Commissioner and The High Sheriff. They had the opportunity
to visit the Police HQ. They’ve given their views on how we
make Godmanchester a better place to live and how we
welcome our younger residents to this community. They are
fantastic ambassadors for Godmanchester.
It’s been a privilege to serve as your Mayor this year. We’ve
had a wonderful Council team (elected councillors and
professional staff) who have all pulled together for the good
of the Town. Our councillors are all chosen by you and give
their time for no payment. As they prepare to step down, I’d
like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their hard
work. You will have the opportunity to elect your new
Council on May 3rd.
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Overview of accounts for 2016/17
The table below shows the actual receipts and payments for 2016/17 and 2017/18 and our budget for 2018/19.
The expenditure in 2017/18 is much more than the previous year primarily because of the restoration and refurbishment of
the Queen Elizabeth School. For this we received a WREN grant of £45,000, used the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
income from the Romans’ Edge development and money from our reserves to finance this much needed work.
Our main source of income is the precept, which we receive as part of the council tax payments to the District Council. We
also receive income from letting the Queen Elizabeth School, Judith’s Field and for burials at our cemetery on London Road.
We have increased our council tax by 2% to enable us to continue maintaining and improve our facilities. This year we also
expect to get a contribution of £250,000 from the Romans’ Edge developer towards improving the Judith’s Field building.
Godmanchester Town Council - Summary of Accounts
(NB the information supplied for the year ending 31.3.18 is from unaudited accounts)

Year ending 31.3.17

RECEIPTS

Year ending 31.3.18

Budget 2018-19

£24,589.50
£5,658.10
£3,522.76
£7,312.90
£875.00
£179,400.00
£0.00
£8,350.00
£28,070.33
£0.00

Queen Elizabeth Sch.
Judith’s Field
Interest
Other
Allotments
Precept
Grants Received
Cemetery
VAT repayment
CIL income

£9,915.91
£6,468.09
£3,571.32
£7,037.66
£875.00
£189,782.00
£45,000
£8,231
£42,726.01
£186,849.11

£25,000
£0.00
£500
£1,000
£900
£202,300
£250,000
£8,000
£40,000
£64,000

£257,778.59

TOTAL RECEIPTS

£500,456.10

£591,700

Year ending 31.3.17

PAYMENTS

£54,727.89
£12,759.37
£4,441.39
£3,281.57
£4,470.27
£8,929.83
£14,284.91
£23,070.95
£28,126.40
£17,082.23
£14,953.97
£12,559.96
£10,072.87
£875.00
£28,194.84
£27,430.18

Town Office Admin
Business Admin
Insurance
Civic Costs
Communication & Tourism
Grants Awarded
Contributions to outside bodies
Town Hall (facilities mgmt)
Queen Elizabeth Sch. (facilities mgmt)
Judith's Field (facilities mgmt)
Other Property
Environment
Recreation areas/facilities
Allotments
Grounds Maintenance
VAT - non recoverable
VAT

£80,314.56
£9,521.88
£4,542.79
£4,783.15
£4,922.99
£10,835.64
£0.00
£4,277.41
£296,483.07
£12,757.08
£11,775.66
£30,360.64
£7,873.13
£875.00
£31,117.40
£195.75
£75,877.73

£103,315
£15,810
£5,000
£5,900
£11,200
£12,150
£12,000
£5,000
£15,400
£308,350
£8,200
£30,820
£9,580
£900
£36,250
£0.00
£40,000

£265,261.63

TOTAL PAYMENTS

£586,513.88

£619,875

Budget 2017-18

Balance as at 1.4.17

£265,000.98

Add Receipts

£500,456.10

Unity Trust

£178,618.20

£765,457.08

Cash in hand

£325

TOTAL FUNDS

£178,943.20

Subtotal
Less payments
BALANCE as at 31.3.18

Funds Represented by:

£586,513.88
£178,943.20

Please come along to the Annual Town Meeting
Everyone is welcome to attend the Annual Town Meeting where your Town Council will explain in far more detail
what work has been undertaken, what’s in the pipeline already that may affect you and both ongoing projects &
new ideas for the next several years. Each council working party will make a short presentation and then you will
have the opportunity to quiz the council on any matters you feel are important. Afterwards there is a more informal
opportunity to chat more with your local Councillors.

This years meeting will take place on Tuesday 1st May at 8pm in the Queen Elizabeth School

Property Report

Ongoing and New Business

This year the Property Portfolio’s main focus has been the
upgrade and refurbishment of Queen Elizabeth School, the
Town Council’s greatest architectural community asset. The
building had last been extended and improved in 1987, and
there were many problems to solve: the kitchen and toilets
were outdated and too small; the historical Tudor brickwork
was crumbling; damp and leaks were evident throughout; and
the lack of natural ventilation resulted in the building being
hot, stuffy and unhealthy during the summer. The poor
acoustics made meetings and lectures difficult to hear. By
taking over the public toilet block and reducing its size, the
main building has been enlarged. After several problems with
the floor in the main hall, we now have a fully sprung oak
floor which will be a bonus for activity and dance classes. We
were fortunate to secure a substantial grant from WREN
(Waste Recycling Environmental) which has allowed us to
complete the high-standard upgrade allowing the building to
continue to serve all Gumcestrians into the 21st century.

This has been a busy year for the Business Group as we saw
the continuing growth of our town.
The Town Office – Information, support and development
We recognised that the tasks, duties and responsibilities
placed on the Council Officers would continue to grow with
the expansion to Godmanchester and the likelihood that
further responsibilities will pass to the Town Council from
both County and District. The Council planned to make better
use of the expertise of the Town Clerk and her team by asking
them to have a greater involvement in our communications,
managing the Council’s business plan, project management
and future scoping work. In addition, the Town Office is now
open much longer to assist the public and Councillors.
Land Issues
For some considerable time the Council has been concerned
about the condition and safety of the trees bordering the
Avenue and the sad state of the Mill Steps. During the year,
after a great deal of research, hard work and persistence by
Officers and Councillors, it was clarified that Huntingdonshire
District Council was responsible for these areas, alongside the
Freemen in the case of the Avenue. The Town Council is
continuing to lobby that maintenance and renovation work be
carried out as soon as possible.
Dementia Friendly Community
The Council was pleased to support an initiative to make
Godmanchester a Dementia Friendly Community, and to
launch this, many Councillors took part in a Dementia Friends
Information Session. The work is continuing with events such
as a Reminiscence Café and a Tea Dance. Many residents have
subsequently become “Dementia Friends.”
Christmas Market
As the renovation work on the Queen Elizabeth School meant
that School Hill was unavailable for the Christmas Market, we
were delighted by the offer to hold the event at the
Comrades Club. The new venue offered opportunities and
challenges, but was well received by all.
Timebanking
The Town Council is about to launch an exciting new initiative
for the benefit of our residents – The Godmanchester Time
Bank. This is simple concept: it’s a way for people to come
together and help each other by exchanging knowledge help
and skills. For every hour participants deposit in the Time
bank, perhaps by giving practical help and support to others,
they are able to withdraw equivalent support in time when
they themselves are in need. In each case the participant
decides what they can offer. You may be able to mow grass,
trim hedges, teach people to read, iron clothes or wash
windows. Everyone’s time is equal, so one hour of a person’s
time is equal to one hour of the next person’s time,
irrespective of what is chosen to exchange. We will soon be
appointing a Timebank co-ordinator who will promote and
direct the scheme, matching people’s skills, arranging time
exchanges and keeping records of all the members “banked
hours”. The Council is excited by this new venture and
believe it will add to our already vibrant community.

We have also carried out repairs to the Town Hall, provided a
new larger Town notice board in Post Street, and started the
process of upgrading the Judith’s Field Building. We had
hoped to carry out environmental improvements to the Mill
Steps - the site of the old Godmanchester Mill which was
demolished in the 1920s - but, following complex legal
enquiries, it has been shown to be in the ownership of
Huntingdonshire District Council. We will continue to press
HDC for the improvement of this important local landmark. In
addition we have continued to maintain other areas, including
managing and maintaining the Cemetery.

Upcoming Elections
The Neighbourhood Plan
A long project comes to fruition. The referendum in
December showed 96% of the voters were in favour of
adopting our neighbourhood plan. It is now used to ensure
the decisions and recommendations of the Town Council
reflect what the community has told us is important to them.
The document is used every time we respond to planning
consultations from HDC and we will receive an increase in CIL
on all new builds. Thank you to everyone who supported us
and responded to the numerous consultations!

On Thursday 3rd May local elections will take place to elect
new Huntingdonshire District and Godmanchester Town
Councillors. Polling stations will be open at Queen Elizabeth
School and Judith’s Field from 7am to 10pm.

Environment Update

Planning Matters
The Town Council has responded to around 80 planning
applications and subsequent revisions in the last year. The
responses the Town Council give take into account national
and local policy and guidelines, the Godmanchester
Neighbourhood plan, views of residents, applicants and also
people affected by planning applications. Obviously not
everyone is always totally content, but we aim to get the best
for our town, taking everything into consideration.

The Environment Group have had a busy 12 months looking
after the wellbeing of our open spaces, play equipment and
protecting our natural assets. Along with the ongoing
maintenance regime of grass cutting, hedge trimming and Poo
bag dispensing, extreme weather conditions and unexpected
visitors have added to our workload. Hence, this period has
seen the necessary installation of bollards and bunds to
protect our open spaces from illegal encroachment. Some
older trees around the Town have suffered from the fragility
that comes with age and many have lost significant limbs,
requiring major clearance work. We have also commissioned
significant branch reduction for the massive historic willows
on Queens Walk - scheduled for December but still awaiting
suitable weather conditions for this pre-emptive task. Your
Council employed a crane barge to start clearing dead tree
and debris along and in, the river, as well as starting dead
tree clearance in the Osier Beds. The Recreation Ground has
been planted with fields of bluebells and snowdrops around
last year’s willows, and Judith’s Field has benefited from new
holly and beech hedging to improve its look and security for
children. Hopefully the planned gate installation leading from
the A1198 will stop the damage to the hedging from people
‘hopping over the fence’ and wrecking everything in their
wake. Our play equipment is frequently inspected and
rigorously maintained, and damage from inappropriate usage
made good, as well as repairing natural damage from flooding
etc. With Log World nearing the end of its predicted life and
the new skatepark now out for design tendering, the next 12
months looks equally busy.

Nearly 150 homes are now occupied at Romans’ Edge and the
School and Co-op are open. We welcome those of you new to
Godmanchester. We are working with David Wilson and
Barratt Homes to get the landscaping and play areas
completed, and adequate safety barriers at the crossing and
an entrance into Judith’s Field installed. We are hoping from
September the bus route will actually go into the estate.
Anything else we can help with please do let us know!

A14 building work continues and the major impact at the
moment is an increase of traffic through the town,
particularly on the A1198 as people avoid the A14. It is very
hard to predict the final impact on traffic once the road is
open and the Huntingdon Viaduct removed, but we are hoping
for a substantial reduction. This uncertainly has made it very
difficult to plan future “traffic and parking improvements” in
the town until the picture is clearer. The road is forecast to
open in Dec 2020 with the work on the Huntingdon viaduct to
start after that.

If you have any ideas or suggestions for improvements to make Godmanchester an even better place to
live then please let us know. Call us, visit the town office or e-mail townclerk@gmccouncil.com
Your Town Office is now open longer.
We are now open to help or to take
bookings from Monday to Friday
between 8am to 1:30pm.

Town Council Meetings are held
on the third Thursday of every
month from 7:30pm and all
of you are invited to attend.
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