GODMANCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL ON
THURSDAY 17 JUNE 1999

PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs GODLEY, Town Mayor
Councillors A HOOKER, Mrs HULL, E KYNOCH,
MRS LOOKER, S SPENCER, Mrs TYLER, G WILSON
Town Clerk W D BUTTERWORTH

APOLOGIES: Councillors D COMBEN, K GABB, J HOLLOWOOD,
Mrs MOORE, A SURSHAM, C VANE PERCY

TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS ACTION

The Mayor reported that she had represented the Town on 3 occasions since the last
meeting.

An invitation to the twinning visit to the Szentendre sportsfest had been received.

Neither the Mayor nor the Deputy Mayor was able to accept. Councillor SPENCER

was likely to go with the sports teams and might be able to represent the town as well.

However, it would be better to have a dedicated town representative and the Mayor Councillor
would canvass all councillors for a volunteer. She asked if the Town Clerk might be Mrs Godley
considered if no councillor was available.

99/053 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Three amendments had been made to the Minutes circulated to councillors. The
corrected Minutes of the meeting held on 27 May 1999 were APPROVED and signed
as an accurate and complete record.

Councillor Mrs TYLER asked that the macebearer be included “IN ATTENDANCE”
when appropriate. Councillor WILSON asked that Annex B be annotated with a
version number or date.

Town Clerk

99/054 MATTERS ARISING

The following matters arising from the last meeting were incomplete or required further
action:

Town Mayor’s Announcements - the Town Mayor confirmed that balance of the
Mayoral Purse, namely £58.55, had been donated to the Wood Green Animal Centre.

99/013(5): Community Safety Partnership Scheme — Cllr Mrs Hull asked that her report
be deferred until the next meeting and made an agenda item.

99/013(10): Site for recycling bins — The Town Clerk had written to HDC and reply was
awaited [open item]

99/025(2): Repairs to the Old Mill Sluice — The Town Clerk had written to EA to
request a barrier to prevent cars having access to the Recreation Ground and to seek an
update on the refurbishment plan [open item]



99/037(2): Godmanchester Community Pool — see item 99/055

99/037(4): Skate Park — the information had been sent to Miss Rae. A straw poll in the
town had revealed considerable interest amongst young people. The Town Clerk

had bought a copy of the ROSPA guidelines for such facilities and contacted Jo
Wolstencroft at HDC for more advice. A meeting of interested parties was to be
arranged in the near future. [open item]

99/048(2): Town Mini-Guide — deferred to next meeting [open item]

99/048(3): Rural Transport Partnership — Clir Mrs LOOKER reported that comments on
the documents were being prepared. It was observed that Godmanchester did not
qualify as rural by virtue of its size but it was also noted that Newmarket appeared to
have a scheme in train despite being a larger town. [open item]

99/048(4): Salvation Army Clubs — the Town Clerk had received the details and they
would be incorporated in the information sheet.

99/048(5): Repairs to quayside — the repairs were complete.

99/048(9): Refurbishment of QES doors — the Town Clerk had instructed David
Thompson to carry out the work.

99/049: Direct Debit for water bills — the Directs Debits were now in place

99/050: Referendum — Councillor WILSON had prepared a draft document but that now
needed further amendment following the release of the planning application for 62
houses on the land adjacent to the Roman Way industrial site. HDC had already
written to several residents seeking comments. The Council APPROVED the amended
letter and questionnaire.  Councillor WILSON and the Town Clerk agreed to
distribute them.

99/051: Environmental WP — The Town Clerk had arranged for one hour of ad hoc litter
picking on the Recreation Ground each Monday and Friday.

99/051: Environmental WP — the Monks Pit right-of-way issue was being progressed.
Councillor COMBEN had provided a list of townspeople who were prepared to
complete the evidence forms. The Town Clerk was to take the initiative forward.

99/051: Recreation and Amenities — the final version of the agreement relating to the
Westbury Homes contribution for play equipment had been signed and returned to
HDC. The formal opening of the play area had been arranged for 19 June 1999.

99/051: Property — The Town Clerk had received a quotation from CCC for a new
Godmanchester sign and asked for approval for the sum of £254.32. APPROVED.
The Town Clerk was to take the necessary action.

99/051: Property — Grass cutting regime at cemetery. Clir Hollowood had checked the
contract and could find no reference to the removal of cuttings. The Town Clerk had
spoken to Mr Curtis, the inspector, who believed that the problem was from the
strimmers and offered to deal with the problem.

99/051: Property —The Town Clerk had authorised Ashley & Foster to carry out the
repairs to Judith’s Field [see correspondence]. He had also advised HDC that travellers
could still gain access to the cemetery slip road between the bollards.
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99/051: Millennium — Councillor Hooker provided details of the millennium events for
the Town Clerk to forward to Zurich Insurance. He also gave details of the insurance
cover to be taken out by the Millennium Committee for the firework display and the
gala day.

AOB: The Town Clerk had booked 4 places on the CALC training day. Two office
chairs had been purchased for the Town Office. HDC had been advised of ClIr
Kynoch’s concerns about the signs for the new marina. The Town Clerk had received
some stick-on dog fouling signs and had put them up at Judith’s Field.

99/055 PRESENTATION BY MR BROWN

Mr Brown presented his case for a grant from the Town Council to help provide
dedicated swimming sessions for the disabled and the senior citizens. He apologised
for the errors in earlier submissions, which had been due to haste. He acknowledged
that the Council had already contributed £5000 to the capital costs of the pool and
expressed his gratitude for its support. However, the pool had to break even and the
school had to do everything it could to achieve that. He provided figures of daily
income since the pool opened but cautioned that the early receipts were probably higher
than normal since they included a significant element of coaching fees. Nevertheless,
receipts were fairly close to the targets of £180 per weekday and £250 on Saturdays and
Sundays. Other pools had turned to commercial sponsorship but this might adversely
affect the concept of a community pool for Godmanchester.

There had been 4 disabled people at the last dedicated session but it was not yet possible
to gauge the likely regular take up. There was some debate as to whether senior
citizens needed or would welcome dedicated sessions. Councillors suggested several
other organisations that might provide financial assistance. Mr Brown noted the details
and agreed to contact them. Councillor Mrs HULL suggested a capital buy for the
pool rather than a general contribution. However, most items were expensive, e.g. a
second-hand hoist for the disabled would cost over £5000.  Cheaper items had a very
low priority.

The estimated figures for fixed and variable costs were discussed in some detail.

Many were based on the pool manufacturer’s experience, others on best guesses. Only
a full year’s operation would reveal definitive costs. Clearly, maximising usage was
vital and Mr Brown agreed to provide the Town Office with a newsletter and timetable
for display on the notice board. Finally, it was pointed out that the biggest cost was
that for lifeguards whose presence was required by law.

The Town Mayor thanked Mr Brown for his presentation and for answering the many
questions that had been raised. The decision was then deferred to Item 99/058.

99/056 CORRESPONDENCE

The correspondence listed at Appendix A was addressed. The following was agreed
(the numbers refer to the Appendix serial number):

1. Salvation Army Details of OK Club and Youth Alpha would be included
in the local activities information sheet being prepared in the Town Office.

2. Bowls Club Council noted the thanks for grant and that the Mayor
would be invited to the official opening of the new clubhouse.
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3. Smiths Gore The Town Clerk had produced a copy of an agreement
regarding the maintenance of the thorn hedge. Councillor Mrs LOOKER was to
discuss the matter with the Allotments Association to decide who would do the work.
Councillor KYNOCH suggested that there might be a later contract than that produced.

4. HDC The formal Agreement for play equipment signed by
Councillors SPENCER & GABB had been returned to HDC to enable the release of the
funds to pay for the new play area.

5. Ashley & Foster The Town Clerk sought approval for the quotation for
repairs at Judith’s Field in the sum of £318 (ex VAT). APPROVED

6. HDC The Council had supported the Street Cleansing Contract
consultation document in Jan 99 and had nothing to add. However, Councillor
KYNOCH observed that the street cleaning was being carried out immediately before
the weekly refuse collection rather than after it. The result was residue from split bags
and dirty gutters. The Town Clerk was to write to HDC to request that the services be
re-sequenced.

7. CCC Huntingdonshire Environment and Transport Area Joint
Committee — last minute call for representation [x-ref to item 10]

8. Zurich Insurance The guidelines for firework displays had been passed to
Councillors HOLLOWOOD & HOOKER.

9. Eversheds The Council noted that Eversheds’ legal department was
serving notice to quit on Mr Gulland who had been living rough on the land next to the
cemetery.

10. CCC The Council noted the further comments from CCC
regarding the Godmanchester Cycle Ring Path Scheme. The high priority afforded to
the widening of the shared footway/cycleway across Cooks Bridge was welcomed as
was the promise to keep the Town Council up-to-date with the broader issues on
cycleways.

99/057 ACCOUNTS

The accounts set out in Appendix B were APPROVED.

The Town Clerk asked to be allowed to authorise minor works services up to the sum of
£300 (ex VAT) per calendar month. APPROVED

99/058 GRANTS

Two applications for new football kit had been received from Godmanchester Rovers
Youth Football Club. Councillor SPENCER declared an interest. In reply to a
question from Councillor WILSON, Councillor SPENCER advised that almost all the
members of the girl’s team and over 50% of the boy’s team lived in Godmanchester.
The Council AGREED to grants of £368.49 and £533.39 respectively.

The application from Mr Brown for £1400 for the Community swimming pool was
debated at length. Finally it was AGREED that a grant of £1000 would be made for
this year. However, it was stressed that the school should not rely on a routine donation
each year.
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99/059 PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE

The applications and correspondence set out in Appendix C were considered. The
Town Clerk was to advise HDC of the Council’s recommendations.

The Council noted the assurance that the erection of a double garage at 8 London Road
also involved the conversion of the extant garages to living accommodation. Subject to
that being a condition of the permission, the Council withdrew its earlier objections.

The Council welcomed the plan to move the post box on the Causeway to the opposite
side of the road outside the new Post Office. The Town Clerk was to advise Royal
Mail of the preferred locations

The arrangements for the public enquiry into the Local Plan were noted. The Town
Clerk was to return the questionnaires with the advice that Godmanchester would be

represented by a Councillor yet to be nominated. The meeting would start at 10.00 am.

The Bascraft Way development and the associated S 106 agreement were discussed and
it was DECIDED that a letter rather than a legal agreement would be acceptable.
However, Councillor SPENCER agreed to speak to the HDC Development Control
Officer to determine an appropriate level of donation and to clarify who would own,
maintain and take public liability for the play area. ~ Consequently, Councillor
WILSON would not attend the HDC planning meeting to discuss the issue.

Councillor WILSON reported that the Town Clerk had written to HDC regarding the
applicability of planning permission for the fence at 44a London Road and the
conservatory at 58 Post Street. A reply was awaited.

The Mayor stressed the importance of councillors attending the next planning meeting
on 8 July 1999 when the results of the referendum would be analysed and the Council’s
position on the London Road / Roman Way developments decided. This would be a
major piece of work and would be inappropriate to the full Council Meeting where only
the recommendations of the Planning Working Party should be discussed.

99/060 WORKING PARTY (WP) REPORTS

Finance. The Finance Working Party had considered an application from the Town
Clerk to increase his hours from 65 per calendar month to 75. This would permit him
to spend 3 hours per weekday in the Town Office, attend meetings and visit other
agencies without the need to ask for overtime. The Working Party recommended
approval. APPROVED.

Environmental. No report.

Recreation and Amenities. No report.

Buttermel. No report.
Devana Park. No report

Property. No report

Millennium.  Councillor HOOKER provided costings for the Millennium activities.
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He asked for £1000 for the purchase of daffodil and narcissi bulbs and £3668 for
fireworks. The money for the bulbs was APPROVED but the decision on the fireworks
was deferred to the next meeting when there would be more councillors present. Bills
were to be sent to the Town Clerk for payment after approval in the normal way

Youth Clubs. No report.

99/061 APPOINTMENT OF WORKING PARTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES
ON OTHER ORGANISATIONS

As many councillors were absent, the Mayor decided to retain the present roles and
membership of the working parties unless any councillor requested a change.
However, the Buttermel and Devana Park groups would be amalgamated with the
Environment Working Party now that the transfers of land were approaching a
conclusion.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Town Office had now been open for 6 months and the existing elderly computer
was not up to the task. The Mayor asked for up £900 (ex VAT) to purchase a new
machine. APPROVED. The Town Clerk was to place the order. The old machine
would be stripped of all but the most basic software and given to the Town Clerk’s
assistant for routine word processing.

Councillor GABB had contacted the Town Clerk about a self-help grant of £120 for
work done by the Rovers at Judith’s Field. The Grant had been approved in December
1997 but never paid. The Town Clerk was to credit the Rovers with £120 on their next
bill.

A request had been received for financial assistance with the cost of hiring a hall in
which to rehearse the band RiMM. The band had represented the Town at the recent
twinning visit to Wertheim and had been invited back to the international music fest in
the summer. Although The Godmanchester Town Council was not able to make a
financial grant, it AGREED to offer the use of the hall free of charge. Nevertheless, it
had to be made clear that this was an unusual offer and was made as a result of the
band’s excellent performance at Wertheim in May and was to allow it to practice before
representing Huntingdon and Godmanchester again in the summer. The offer was for
nine 3-hour sessions in the Judith’s Field hall between now and the end of August 1999.

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 15 JULY 1999.

The meeting ended at 11 10 pm Town Mayor
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APPENDIX "C"

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Council considered the following planning applications on Thursday, 17 June
1999.

APPLICATIONS:
1 99/0730 Chadleigh House
Carport, boathouse, gates, alterations to wall
2. 99/0729 Chadleigh House
Demolition of wall, wall, gates carport, boathouse
Recommendation: REFUSAL (Clir Mrs Hull opposed the recommendation)
Chadleigh Lane is too narrow and too near a dangerous junction to be
suitable for an entrance/exit for the boathouse — Orchard Way would be
better. The 1.8 meter wall in the conservation area would destroy the
streetscape — a lower wall topped by railings and backed by planting would
be preferred.
3. 99/0829 68 Tudor Road
Extension to dwelling
Recommendation: APPROVAL (Cllr Hooker declared an interest)
4. 99/0822 Tudor Cottage Earning Street
Alteration to barn
Recommendation: APPROV AL (Cllr Kynock opposed the recommendation)
Conditional on sole use by owner and that no business would be allowed.
5. 99/0795 Cardinal Distribution Park
Portable office
Recommendation: APPROVAL for one year only. Applicant must
decide if a permanent building is needed and act accordingly.
CORRESPONDENCE:
. 99/0544 Erection of double garage at 8 London Road — confirmation that extant
garages will become living space.
2. 99/0730 Objections from Mrs Peacock
3 99/0730 Objections from Mrs Eveleigh (2)
4 98/1724 Demaine Guest House — HDC approval.
5. Royal Mail ~ Proposal to relocate Post Box on Causeway
0. Local Plan Representations at public local enquiry

it 99/0465 Warehouse Cardinal Way — HDC approval
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