GODMANCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL ON THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 2015
PRESENT:
Councillors:

Town Clerk:
Mace Bearer:

D UNDERWOOD: Town Mayor;
P MORGAN (Deputy Mayor) G CAMPBELL; M COHEN; Mrs S CONBOY; R COXHEAD; P
GODLEY; Ms J MACLEOD; P MALLEY; A McINNES; N PAULEY; Ms K SPOWART; D TAYLOR;
C VANE PERCY; G WILSON; Mrs S WILSON; Mrs S WORTHINGTON
Mrs M LIDDIARD
Mr M WILLIAMS

The Deputy Town Clerk and 27 member of the public were in attendance
15/192 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE
All present.
15/193 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
CLLR MALLEY: planning applications Corpus Christi Lane and 51 London Street; CLLR
COXHEAD: item on new primary school as he is on Board of Directors; CLLR G WILSON:
School Governor of Godmanchester Academy school; CLLR MORGAN: planning application
for 42 West Street as neighbouring property to home address; CLLR UNDERWOOD: item on
new primary school as appointed as Chair of Governors.
15/194 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 October 2015 were duly APPROVED and signed as a
complete and accurate record. The Minutes of the meeting held on 22 October 2015 were
duly APPROVED and signed as a complete and accurate record.
15/195 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
The monthly draw for the 800 club took place.
THE MAYOR reassured those present that all correspondence sent to the Town Office had
been passed to all Cllrs for their information, including those items received after the
agenda was published.
Mr Thackray spoke about the proposed development at Corpus Christi Lane. He stated that
nothing had changed since previous planning applications had been put forward and this
application proposed even more properties which would bring with it several more vehicles.
Speaking on behalf of GMCiB he added the paddock was probably the last remaining in the
county and it added to the heritage of Godmanchester and should not be lost to a housing
development.
Ms Wilson expressed concerns for the safety of pedestrians and cyclists particularly at the
junction of Old Court Hall and Corpus Christi Lane which she considered dangerous already
but would become far more dangerous with additional cars in the area. She also stated she
was opposed the demolition of the wooden houses which were part of Godmanchester’s
history.
Mr Mackie stated the entrance to Corpus Christi Lane from Old Court Hall was very narrow
and emergency vehicles may have difficulty getting into and out of the lane which would
put the safety of individuals at risk. The pavement across the entrance to Corpus Christi
Lane was already fully used and the safety of pedestrians and cyclists was the most
important factor to be considered.

ACTION

Mr Brown raised concerns about parking issues for other nearby residents. He stated with
additional traffic movements and possible changes to where residents in Old Court Hall
could park, the parking issues would only get worse in the whole area. He also raised the
question as to whether the development would qualify for S106 money.
Mr Malone pointed out that the application covered two separate issues. The first was the
replacement of the existing houses, which had been considered in previously submitted
applications, and permission had been refused, but the second issue was the expansion into
the site of the paddock which had not been proposed before. The paddock was part of the
conservation area and afforded heritage views and he considered the Town Council should
recommend refusal.
15/196 PRESENTATION ON DEVELOPMENT OF GODMANCHESTER BRIDGE ACADEMY
Mr Rowney from Keir Construction together with colleagues, presented an outline of the
proposals for the Godmanchester Bridge Academy to the Town Council. The school building
and grounds would be set in 3 tiers with the school at the front of the site and playing fields
on higher tiers.
All classrooms would have north facing windows onto the playground which would provide
lots of natural daylight but no solar glare and would have direct access to the playground.
The school hall had been designed to be used as one large hall, or partitioned to provide
two spaces and it was envisaged they would be used by the community outside school
hours for a variety of activities and purposes. Materials used would meet the guidelines in
the design code. The school was being built with capacity for a two form entry. A second
floor featured a green roof which was a major sustainable design feature.
In the corner of the school site would be a stand-alone nursery with places for 52 children
aged 2 – 4. It had not been established whether this would be run as part of the school or
whether it would be managed privately.
Cllrs asked questions about community use of the sports areas; whether a 2 form entry
would be sufficient to serve the number of children likely to be seeking places from the
Bearscroft development; whether sufficient consideration had been given to the safety of
parents and children when dropping off and collecting on the main road; access to the
school site for those walking or cycling approaching from the south; and the possibility of
noise travelling from the upper tier playing fields. The presenters answered these
questions where details were known, and THE MAYOR thanked them for attending and
confirmed if any further questions were raised, they would be passed to Mr Warsap, Head
at Godmanchester Academy, for response.
15/197 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE MAYOR advised that the Town Clerk would be on holiday for the next 2 weeks, and
asked Cllrs not to over burden the Deputy Town Clerk in her absence. THE MAYOR was
delighted to introduce Vicky Pryce, Deputy Town Clerk, to those present, and wished her
well in her new appointment.
THE MAYOR reported that following recent gale force winds, the damaged tree in the Mill
Stream had been removed by the Environment Agency and HDC had removed a further
damaged branch and removed all debris.
THE MAYOR thanked all those who had supported the recent Mayor’s Charity Quiz.
THE MAYOR stated he had represented the town on 12 occasions since the last meeting.
THE MAYOR suggested it would be an appropriate gesture to write to the Mayor of Salon de
Provence (twinned with Godmanchester) following the recent tragedy in Paris, to express

All Cllrs

the Town Council’s sympathy and concern over these recent events. It was AGREED the
Mayor would write immediately.

Mayor

15/198 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING
The report on matters arising was received and the contents noted.
CLLR COHEN confirmed the slide had now been installed in the Shrubland area.
CLLR S WILSON reported that Listed Building Consent in respect of the Town Hall alterations
had been granted by HDC, according to the website. Formal notification awaited. CLLR
CAMPBELL confirmed tenders for the work were due back on 1 December.
15.198.1 Christmas Market: CLLR CONBOY provided an update on the Christmas Market
which would take place on 4 December. Volunteers were needed to marshal the event to
ensure it ran safely. The 35ft Christmas Tree was in place and would be decorated on 22
November. 41 stalls had been confirmed and Fr Christmas and entertainment between 5pn
and 8pm was arranged.

All Cllrs

15.198.2 Neighbourhood Plan: CLLR CONBOY confirmed a lot of activity had been
continuing in respect of the Neighbourhood Plan. Further stakeholder meetings would take
place on 20 and 21 November. The group were starting to write the first draft of the plan.
Following a query from CLLR PAULEY, who considered a Neighbourhood Plan encouraged
further housing development in the town, CLLR CONBOY confirmed the plan could not opt
for less development than was already stated in the adopted local plan, but that it did not
have to offer any additional development. This would be determined by responses from
the residents.
15/199 CORRESPONDENCE
The list of correspondence received was noted.
15/200 PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE
The applications and correspondence set out in Appendix 15/200 were considered. The
Town Clerk would advise HDC of the Council’s recommendations.
CLLR S WILSON outlined a full response to HDC in respect of the application for 20 dwellings
in Corpus Christi Lane. CLLR PAULEY did not believe the Town Council had previously
agreed for up to 10 properties on the site of the existing dwellings, which CLLR S WILSON
had stated was part of the current HDC Local Plan. CLLR S WILSON would check the exact
wording of the previous Local Plan consultations and subsequent Environmental Capacity
Study to ensure correct wording was used in the formal response to HDC. CLLR G WILSON
confirmed he was meeting an officer from CCC to discuss safety issues and access to Corpus
Christi Lane on 23 November.
The Town Clerk would ensure a copy of the Town Council’s response was put on the Town
Council website and forwarded to all residents who had provided the Town Council with
comments on the application.
CLLR CAMPBELL will write to CCC in respect of the delays in carrying out the transport study
in respect of the proposed Wyton development, asking for a clear update on the current
position and timescales involved.
15/201 FINANCIAL AND ACCOUNTS
15/201.1 The list of payments to be made in Appendix 15/201.1 was APPROVED.
15/201.2 Councillors received a copy of the Petty Cash Reconciliation for the period to 19

Town Clerk

Cllr S Wilson

Cllr G Wilson

Town Clerk

Cllr Campbell

November, a copy of salary payments, a copy of the budget report on the year to date and a
copy of the monthly bank reconciliation approved by the Deputy Mayor.
15/202 BUDGET PREPARATION AND PRECEPT FOR 2016/17
The Town Clerk presented a draft Budget using the information from meeting held on 22
October. Information was still needed for several budget lines and the Town Clerk
confirmed the Town Council had to agree the level of precept at the Town Council meeting
to be held on 10 December. Cllrs were asked to review this draft and provide additional
information as a matter of urgency.

All Cllrs

15/203 JUDITH’S FIELD SHRUBLAND
CLLR COHEN presented a report which was noted. It was AGREED to purchase a concrete
table tennis table at a cost of £1996 from Fenland Leisure Products.
CLLR COHEN raised concerns about the safety of children and dogs within Judith’s Field
following removal of the hedgerow by contractors providing a footpath alongside the
former hedgerow along the A1198. CLLR S WILSON would discuss this safety issue with the
developer, David Wilson Homes, to see if they would put something in urgently to prevent
any accidents occurring.

Town Clerk

Cllr S Wilson

15/204 PROPERTY
THE MAYOR provided a brief update on the Mill Steps project. It has been agreed that
further alternative quotes would be sought in respect of the feasibility study for the project.
Two possible architects had declined to quote but costs were expected from a third
architect.
CLLR CAMPBELL confirmed the new boiler had been installed in the Town Hall and 3 local
builders had been approached to provide a tender for the alteration work. A
recommendation would be made to the December Town Council meeting.

Property
Portfolio

CLLR CAMPBELL confirmed that the cost to deal with all issues in the QES: improvements to
the kitchen, toilets, storeroom, ventilation, re-pointing outside of the building would be
£200k including professional fees.
A further possibility was discussed to increase the space and facilities within the QES by
taking two of the three public toilets out of service and using the space within the QES and
providing one uni-sex public toilet on School Hill. It was AGREED in principle that this
possibility should be explored and CLLR CAMPBELL would have initial discussions with HDC
to understand the factors involved. It was AGREED that if the matter was to progress, full
consultation with the public would take place before any final recommendations and
decisions were made.
It was AGREED to appoint Donald Insall (Architects) to provide drawings of how the
additional space could be used within the QES. This would cost £1100 and these costs were
AGREED.

Cllr Campbell

Town Clerk

CLLR VANE PERCY left at 9.43pm
CLLR CAMPBELL suggested putting £50k in the budget for next year, with the remainder of
the money being funded by grants, loan, and reserves. Future CIL money could be used
over a number of years to repay the loan. As there was still a lot of work to do to prepare
and agree the budget, it was AGREED these figures needed to be broken down and
presented alongside other project costs at the next meeting.

Property
Portfolio

15/205 COUNCIL ELECTIONS PROPOSED VOTING CHANGES
CLLR SPOWART reported that HDC were reviewing the arrangements for District Council
elections and were seeking views from parishes. Following a vote it was AGREED that
Godmanchester Town Council supported leaving the current arrangements in place. CLLR
SPOWART would respond to the consultation.

Cllr Spowart

12/206 TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN
CLLR COXHEAD presented the updated copy of the Town Council Business Plan. He
confirmed that in January and March 2016 more detail would be needed in order to start
preparing information for the Annual Town Meeting and also the Town Council would need
to start preparations on the Business Plan for 2016/17.

THE NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 10 DECEMBER 2015 IN THE TOWN
HALL STARTING AT 7.30pm

The meeting ended at 21.52 pm

Mayor

Full copies of reports mentioned in the text above may be viewed in the Town Office.

All Cllrs

15/198
GOMANCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL
OUTSTANDING ACTIONS LIST

MATTER ARISING

CURRENT POSITION

FINANCE AND PLANNING PORTFOLIO
Neighbourhood Plan
10/15

Working party to scope role & membership of steering
group. Report to November & Jan TC meetings. Verbal
update to Feb & March meetings. NP area now
designated. Update provided to April TC meeting. It was
agreed the contract with Navigus would be signed. Report
to October TC meeting

PROPERTY PORTFOLIO
Town Hall: Office Accommodation
11/15

Ownership of Town Council land
08/15

Request made for permission to use additional space on the
ground floor of Town Hall to Senior Citizens Club. Further
discussions have taken place but no resolution. Updates
provided to TC in April, June, July and August. TC agreed to seek
permission for temporary portacabin to be located in TH car
park. Property Portfolio to take forward. Further reports to Nov
& Dec TC meetings. Recommendations to January 2015 TC
meeting. Letter to Senior Citizens Club Feb 2015 and
specification for alterations to be drawn up by Donald Insall.
Budget figure agreed April 2015 £20500. Agreed May 2015 TC
Architect work to be supervsied by Councillors. Quote £2750
approved. Further report to August, Sept, Oct TC meetings. LBC
application submitted October 2015. Invitation to tender sent
11.11.15
SW and Town Clerk met with Copleys Feb 2014 who will
work towards registering all Town Council land and
property. Costs will be in region of £700. Town Clerk had
meeting with Copleys 08.05.14. Registration of War
Memorial green(s) in progress. Declaration sworn 8.7.14
by Town Clerk. Town Clerk has provided schedule of all
outstanding matters to Town Council. TC meeting with
Copleys 17.2.15. Further Statutory Declaration sworn
March 2015. Verbal update on progress given to TC
March 2015. Letter from Copleys received. Property WP to
advise on next steps.

UPDATED
NOV 2015

ENVIRONMENT PORTFOLIO
Survey of Trees
11/15

Amphitheatre of trees on Recreation
Ground
11/15

Shrubland Play Equipment
11/15

Survey of all large trees to be undertaken. Contractor to
meet on sites 7.4.15. Further information provided to
Enviroment Portfolio. Global Soultions are conducting the
survey 10th - 11th August. Report to September TC
meeting. Quotes requested. Approval given subject to max
of £4710 being spent. Contractor appointed. awaiting date
for work to be carried out
Agreement for working party to be formed to discuss the
project in more detail. Approval at April 2015 TC meeting
for design costs of £1k. Masterplan and proposal received.
Update to September TC meeting. Next step is to apply for
grant funding. No further action for Town Council. Remove
from schedule?
It was agrreed the contract for provision of new play
equipment would be given to Fenland Leisure Products at
a cost of £22286.50p + VAT. Order placed and work now
complete. Updates provided each month. Further
proposal to Nov TC meeting.

UPDATED
NOV 2015

UPDATED
NOV 2015

UPDATED
NOV 2015

15/198
GOMANCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL
OUTSTANDING ACTIONS LIST
Mill Yard Steps
10/15

Letter from GMCiB sent to Town Council re the Mill Yard
Steps. Discussed at July TC meeting. Further information
to be gathered to ensure progress. Report due to October
TC meeting.

BUSINESS PORTFOLIO
Tourism
11/15

Steering group to be formed. Report to March 2015 TC
meeting, verbal update to April TC meeting. Looking at
sourcing Town Map. WP meeting to take place 20th July.
Further report to August TC meeting. A robust plan was
due to be presented to the October TC meeting. New
lighting for School Hill now complete. Sourcing new notice
boards next step. Meeting to take place in New Year to
decide future actions.
Judith's Field Redevelopment
Timeline agreed in principle. Report to February TC
11/15
meeting. Agreed to seek legal advice re terms of lease.
Not required as lease clear. WP Meeting to take place 27th
July 2015. Further report to August TC meeting. Report to
October TC meeting. Initial quote for feasibility study
received. Further quotes to be obtained.
Council Business Plan
11/15 Agreed to present the plan to the Annual Town Meeting in
May. All Cllrs to contribute to development of the plan. Plan
approved at April TC meeting. Further report to August and
November TC meetings
Transport matters:
Letters sent to neighbouring parishes to seek support in
08/15
improving guided busway services. Letters confirming
support received. Further report to August TC meeting.
Remove from schedule?
Disabled parking space/parking audit
Town Clerk to ask for repainting of space at One Stop.
11/15
CCC to be asked to carry out audit of parking provision in
GMC. Town Clerk has written to CCC re parking audit.
Business group to report to August meeting. Bid for LHI for
road safety audit submitted. Remove from schedule?
Designating Godmanchester as a
Business/Tourism group to liaise with Canon Jonathan
"post" town
Young in first instance
04/15

UPDATED
NOV 2015

UPDATED
NOV 2015

UPDATED
NOV 2015

GODMANCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2015

CORRESPONDENCE
Mayor
Province of Northants
Luminus
Hunts Soc for Blind
USAF
HDC
USAF
Sandy
Huntingdon TC
Rotary Club
East Northants
Mayor of Rushden
Mayor of Rushden
St Ives Town Council
March Town Council
Huntingdon TC
GMC Baptist Church
Wisbech Town Council
Campbell McCrae
D Bristow
HDC
CAPALC
Finance & Planning Portfolio

Carol Service
Carol Service
Luncheon
Thanksgiving Social
Carol Service
Veterans Day Service
Carol Service
Charity Dinner
Concert
Abba Revival
Pantomime
Christmas Evening
Charity Carol Concert
Civic Carol Service
Civic Carol Service
Christmas Lunch
Community Carol Service
Quote for feasibility study: Judith’s Field
Thanks for Civic Service
Acknowledgement of enquiry
CAPALC

Rialtas
GMCCA
Environment Portfolio

Fees and charges for 2016-17
Request for PinP grant

Paxton Pits
Birch Homes
FLP
Business Portfolio

Re Ouse Valley Way maintenance
Damage to hanging basket
Inspection reports and maintenance quotes

LHI CCC
M Shellens/S Conboy
HDC
Local Gov Boundary
Commission
Planning Inspectorate
Property Portfolio

Acknowledgement of Bid
A14 Legacy for betterment
Review of electoral arrangements
Electoral Review of Cambridgeshire

Donald Insall Associates

Fee proposal for feasibility study

Copy to all Cllrs
CCC
CCC
Keir Construction
CCC
Highways England

Proposed non-material changes to the application

Timebanking
Re budget proposals
Godmanchester Bridge Academy
Superfast Broadband
Work to improve the A14 and M11

(E) denotes correspondence received by e-mail

15/199

15/200

GODMANCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL MEETING:
THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2015

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE
APPLICATIONS:
Application No
15/01955/FUL

Detail
Erection of 20 dwellings together with the demolition of 6 dwellings: Land at and
including 1 to 11 and South West of 11 Corpus Christi Lane; RECOMMEND
REFUSAL - LETTER TO HDC ATTACHED.

15/01991/P3JPA

Proposed change of use of a building from office (class B1) to a dwelling house
(class C3): 54 Cambridge Street: RECOMMEND APPROVAL - no concerns raised

15/01914/FUL

Construction of 4 x 2 bedroom flats and 2 x 1 bedroom flats: The Beeches 42
West Street: RECOMMEND REFUSAL - Parking - this new development is
proposed on an area already allocated for parking for the 28 units lready being
refurbished on this site. This will reduce parking spaces by 12 to a total of 39
for the 34 units which is inadequate. This will lead to an unacceptable increase
in on street parking on West Street. Design - the design is felt to be poor. It is
not in keeping or in character in a conservation area. The aspect to the river is
overbearing and dominating and not at all sympathetic to the surrounding
buildings. The over dominant vertical glazing bars are ugly. The weathered
zinc roof is not in keeping. Positioning - the building is set too far back behind
the rear line of buildings in West Street and it appears very close to the flod
wall. It will have a negative impact on nearby properties.

15/01887/FUL

Construction of a sewage pumping station, ancillary works and landscaping on
land to the east of Cambridge Villas, adjacent to the A1198: Land East of 52
Cambridge Villas and 33 Kisby Avenue: RECOMMEND APPROVAL - to maintain
the screen all year round, we request a number of the trees in the planting
scheme be evergreen - Holly or Viburnum for example, but NOT conifers. We
assume Anglian Water will maintain the trees including replacing any that do
not survive. Godmanchester Town Council believes this amended application is
much more appropriate. We assume there are no safety issues with the
removal of the wire fence originally proposed and replaced with post and rail
fence.

15/01795/HHFUL

Proposed ground floor rear extension and internal alterations: 48 Bluegate:
RECOMMEND APROVAL - large single story extension, minimal impact on
neighbouring property.

15/200

15/01673/FUL

Temporary access off Bearscroft Lane, temporary sales area consisting of
vehicular parking, hard and soft landscaping and the provision of 2 no sales
cabins, 12 no flag advertisements and 13 no advertising signs: Land North West
of Bearscroft Farm: RECOMMEND APPROVAL WITH RESERVATIONS:
Godmanchester Town Council has reservations that the temporary sales site is
to be accessed from Bearscroft Lane and would have preferred it to be
accessed via the internal site roads for safety reasons. The visiting traffic is to
be mixed with construction traffic and traffic accessing football pitches. The
access onto the A1198 is potentially dangerous. We request a condition that
the temporary 40mph limit is moved further along the A1198 towards Wood
Green, to minimise any risk. We request a time limit of 6 months is placed on
this temporary access to ensure the developer moves to an area with safe
access.

15/02055/FUL

Erection of dwelling and associated garaging, parking and turning following
demolition of outuilding and garage: Land at and including 51 London Street:
RECOMMEND APPROVAL: we are pleased to note this property is further from
the boundary walls allowing proper maintenance. Our concerns about the
access remain but we are aware CCC Highways are content. We note there is
no garage on the plans provided. We have assumed the error is in the title
"..and associated garaging" rather than in the plans provided.

CORRESPONDENCE
Anglian Water

Re planning application: pumping station for Bearscroft

Houghton & Wyton

Proposed new development ( e )
Corpus Christi Lane proposed development ( e )

M Arch
HDC
HDC
HDC
Curtain & Co
M Becker
M Jacobsen
A Wilson
N Main
J Thackray

Street naming: 24 London Road ( e )
Planning training sessions ( e )
CIL information ( e )
Wyton Airfield Stakeholder Steering group meeting
Corpus Christi Lane proposed development ( e )
Corpus Christi Lane proposed development ( e )
Corpus Christi Lane proposed development ( e )
Corpus Christi Lane proposed development ( e )
Corpus Christi Lane proposed development ( e )

